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L O U * HI ANA: 


OR, AN 


INTRODUCTION 


TO THE 
ANTIQUITIES of IRELAND. 


In Upwards of Ninety Views andeÞ ans: 


tl —— 


Repreſenting, with proper ExeLanat 10Ns, the Principal Ruins, 
Curioſities, and Antient Dwellings, in the County of LouTH. 


— Mn — — 


Divided into THREE Books. 


T hw” upon the hoot by 


THOMAS RIGHT. 78 


X... 3 


Author of the Phyſical and Mathematical | Elements of Aſtronomy, Ec. 5 


Engraved 5 33 FourDRINIER. 


The SeconD Eprrion reviſed and corrected, with ſome few Addons by the AvTHOR. 


— —— ——— RR 
—— 


High Towers, fair Ti TR 3 T heatres, 
Strong Walls, rich Porches, princely Palaces, 
Large Streets, brave Houſes, ſacred Sepulchres, 
Sure Gates, ſweet Gardens, ſtately Galleries, 
Wrought with fair Pillars, and fine Imageries: 
All thoſe (O pity!) now are turn'd to Duſt, 
And over-grown with black Oblivion's Ruſt. 3 
SpENSsER's Ruins of Time. 
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To the Right "ct 


wy-Counſellor of the Kingdom of IRELAND, 


| AND 


ord Lieutenant of the County of Lou TH. 


My LORp, ED 


s it is chiefly to the Friendſhip and Aſſiſtance 
with which your Lordſhip was pleaſed to ho- 
nour me during my Stay at Dundalk, that I 


original Sketches for the following Plates; your 5. 
has an undoubted Right to this Addreſs. 


HAD 
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Had. they y any Merit beyond what the Subject gives 
them; had they ſo juſt a Claim to your Lordſhip's Fa- ; 
vour and- fy 0 ſecure in the A pprobation of a Per- 2 
ſon of your Lordſhip's Judgment and univerſal Know- 7 
ledge, they could not fail to riſe 1 in the Eſteem of the 1 
World. z 

TI $HALL not offend your Lordſhip with ſaying much 
upon the main Subject of Dedications: Your indefati- 
gable Labours for x Good of your Country in general, 
and of Dundalk in particular (where the good Effects of 
your conſtant Care are daily ſeen, in the improving State 
of that good old Town) are too well known to need re- 
0 peating; and will be a laſting Witneſs of your Worth, 

Wi 3 as long as the Name of HAuILTON ſhall be remem- 
fil bered; a Monument as laſting as I could wiſh this Teſti- 
mony 01 my Gratitude might be, who am, 


My LORD, 55 * 
Your Loraſbip's much ehlged, } 
EFW And very humble Servant, 
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View of Dundalk and theBay 
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P R E F A GC E. 


oT HIN G concerning the various Antiquities of 
ireland, having yet appeared in Publick, the Author 
$3 hopes this A il Itogeth - 

opes this Attempt will not prove altogether unac 
ceptable to his Subſcribers, or unworthy the Notice of 
ſuch Gentlemen whoſe Curioſity leads them to Enqui- 
ries of this Nature. And, Es 


As the Ambition of pleaſing his Friends, more than that of be- 
coming an Antiquary, was his real Motive for undertaking the Work, 
he hopes, though he ſhould be found unequal to the Taſk, his Inten- 
tion will plead his Excuſe for having attempted it. 


Max of Taſte and Capacity often want Opportunities of viewing 
Objects well deſerving their Attention: It is no wonder therefore that 
theſe have ſo long eſcaped both the Pencil and Pen of abler Judges, 


who no doubt with much leſs Difficulty and more Accurateneſs would 
have 


PR ACK 


have produced them to the World in a more elegant Dre's; and I am 
perſwaded from what J have ſeen of Ireland in general, many and 
ſingular Curioſities may be found in that Kingdom worthy the Con- 
{deration of ſuch of the Learned as take a Pleaſure in enquiring into 
Matters of Antiquity. 


Tins County of Louth muit be allowed a very ſmall Part of the 


whole: Kingdom; but then it may be juſtly called the Heart of the old: 


Engliſh Pale * ; and as ſach, is filled with Variety of Objects, all 
bearing evident Marks both of Grandeur and great Antiquity. 


+ Dundalk, in the Reign of Edward II. we find was a royal City, 
and the laſt we read of where a Monarch of all Ireland was actually 
crowned and reſided: it has formerly been very ſtrong, and compoſed in 
a manner all of Towers and {mall Caſtles, ſuch as that of Rath, Ball 
richan, Rood's Town, &c. Lord Limerich,, to whom it now. belongs, 


*The old Engliſh Pale extended originally from the Town of Wicklow in the South to 


the Point of Dunluce in the North of Ireland, having what is called the North Frontier now, 


then in the Center. | 


+ Spenſer relates, that Robert le Bruce, King of | Scotland, in the Reign of our Edward II. 
taking Advantage of the civil Wars of the Barons in England, ſent over his Brother Ea- 


ward with an. Army of Scots and Redſbanks into Ireland, who gathering unto him all the 
Out-laws of the North out of the Woods and Mountains, marched into the Engliſh Pale, 
and ſacked, burnt and deſtroyed all that fell in his Way, ſpoiling and raſing all the Cities 
and corporate Towns he met with, and “ coming laſtly to Dundalk, he there made him- 
<« ſejfKing, and reigned the Space of one whole Year, until that Edward, King of England, 
having ſome Quiet in his Affairs at home, ſent over the Lord Fobn Birmingham to be 
General of his Wars againſt him; who, encauntering with him near Zundalk, over- 
<« threw his Army and flew him.“ But the fugitive Scots, who were hotly purſued in 


their Turn, for very Rancour and Deſpite utterly conſumed and waſted, whatever they had 


before left unſpoiled, fo as, if we may credit Spenſer, of all the Towns, Caſtles, Forts, 
Bridges and Habitations, they left not a Stick ſtanding. Thus, this Author ſays, in his 
« View of the State of Ireland, was all that goodly Country utterly waſted ; and ſure it is 
a moſt beautiful and ſweet Country as any under Heaven, being ſtored with many goodly 
„% Rivers, repleniſhed with all Sorts of Fiſh moſt abundantly; ſprinkled with many very 
e ſweet Iſlands and goodly Lakes, like little inland Seas, that will carry even Ships upon 
„their Waters.“ ol | he 
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lately ordered eighteen or nineteen ruinous Remains of fuch, to be 
entirely pulled down, and cauſed other Buildings to be raiſed upon the 
old Foundations. 

Tur Town is very advantageouſiy ſituated for a moſt extenſive in- 
land Trade, and the Port is very ſafe for Shipping. The Bay has good 


Moorings at all Times of the Moon in four to upwards of eight Fa- 


thom Water, with very good Land- marks either for bringing up 


or making the Harbour; and in croſſing the Bar at high Water, on 


ordinary neep Tides there is from 15 to 18 Feet Water. Beſides 
many other good Qualities, the Bay abounds with all Sorts of Fiſh 
cuſtomary in the Channel. No true Account of this Port being to 
be met with, I have been tempted to ſay more in this Place than per- 
haps was required. But to return, 


Tun Method I have taken in dividing the Work needs very little 
Explanation ; the Reader will readily obſerve, that the Whole Plan is 
divided ſo as to anfwer two different Periods of Time. 


Tux Bodes, Forts, and Mounts are ſuppoſed to be the Labours of 
the firſt, and the Caſtles, Keeps, and Towers the Labour of the laſt. 


Tux third Boo ok-muſt | be looked: upon as a kind of Supplement x to 
both the other two. 


Tux Ichnography of the firſt Part is all drawn from one and the 
ſame Scale, viz, 60 Feet to an Inch, (excepting only the Gamp of the 
Llins, which required a much larger, that the comparative Propor- 


tions by Inſpection only may be more eaſily ſeen. 


Tuk 


PREFACE 


Tun Plans of the Buildings in the ſecond and third Part, for the 
ſame Reaſon are all drawn from one Scale of x 2 Feet to an Inch, ex- 


cepting only that of the Caſtle of Carling ford, which is from one of 24. 


PLATE I, IV, VI, XII and XIII in the firſt Book, the I, II, IV, X, 

XI, XII, XIII, XIV, XVII. and XVIII in the ſecond Book, and the XV 
and XIX in the third, as I could learn little concerning them, being 
moſtly remarkable from their Appearance only, I judged a farther Ac- 
count than what refers to them in the Contents unneceſſary, being un- 
willing to tire the Reader with Accounts that might poſſibly appear 
too trifling. . 
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LOUTHIAN A: 
BOOK I. 


VIEWS and PLANS 


OF THE 
Moſt Remarkable BO DES, ForTs, and MounrTs 
IN THE 
CounTyY of LOUT A. 


1 » * 


An Account of their ORIGIN as attributed to the Natives or 
Foreign Colonies. 


In TWENTY PLATE S. 
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C ON T ENTS. 


PLATES 1 


IEA of a Fort or Bode upon a riſing Ground near Ballinahatney Plain, * 
poſed to be one of the common kind of Habitations belonging to the firſt Planters. 
PLATE I 
View of Mount Albani, diRant about two Miles from Dundalk, ſaid to be the Sta- 
tion of a Colony of North Britons. | 
PLATE. III. 
View of Roſskugh, a very old and curious Daniſh Fort near Carick Braud, 
PLATE IV. 


Ichnograply of the ſane, 


EFLATE  V, 


FIG. 1. View of the Fort by the Side of n River, probbh. as old as the jirſt 


Planters. 


FIG. 2. Jchnography of the fame. 
LAT E YI. 


FIG. 1. View of Mount Aſh, upon the Ti op of an Hill near Louth, 188 to be a Station 
of the Danes. k 
FIG. G. 2. Ichnograpby of the ſame. | 
PLATE VII. 
FIG. 1. A Daniſh Fort, or Rath, not far from Dunlear, fowards the Sea. 
FIG. 2. A Profile or Section of the ſame. 
BL A&A TE IE 
View of a very conſi derable Daniſh Mount and Fort at Caſtle Town near Dundalk. 
FLATS Ix 
Tchnography of the ſame. „ 
PLATE X. 
View of Green Mount near Gernand's Town, 
PL AF E XI. 
Tconography of the ſame. 
| PLATE XII. 
FIC. 1. The Fairy Mount at Louth. 
FIG. 2. a of the ſame, with Part of the od Town trench. 
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The CONTENTS. 
FLA TE AM 
F16. 1. The Mount of Caſtle Ring near Louth. 
F16..2.. Ke of the fame. 
FEAT. 
FIG. 1. View of the Faughard, upon the North Frontier of the Engliſh Pale, where 
Lord Mountjoy encamped from the 15th of October to the 9th of November 1600, 


againſt Tyrone, who was then in Poſſe Mon of the Paſs of the Moyra, diſtant about 
one Mile. 


F16. 2. Tchnography of the ſame. 
PLATE XV. 
View of a confiderable Mount and Fort at Kilany, three Miles N. eſt-of Louth Tow. 
© LATE AVI. 
Ichnography of the ſame, | | | 
PLATE XVII 
View of a very large Mount and Fort called Caſtle-Guard, at Atherdee. 


PLATE WII. 
Ichnography of the ſame. 
FL ATE: K 


View of Mount l a very romantick Situation in Piemont. 
F 


Ichnograply of a Daniſh Fort by the Paſs of the Llyns, upon the Banks of the Sea 
near Gernand's Town, now called Caſtle-Bellingham. 
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ON THE 


Principal BO DES, ForTs, and MouNTSs repreſented 


in the firſt Book. 


PLATE I 
Mount Albani. 


OUNT Albani, or Moat Albani, is a ſmall Fort, with a double 

Ditch round it, by the Side of a River called Carickaftichin, 

about half a Mile diſtant from the Caſtle of Ballrickan : There 

appears to have been an outward Camp adjoining to it upon the 

Banks of the ſaid River, capable of containing about 500 Men. 

"Tis ſaid to have been the Station of a Colony of Scotchmen, or 

| Albanians, from whence it has its Name; and under the Tumu- 

Jus, or little Mount within the Area, tis ſuppoſed the Chief, or ſome eminent 
Warrior, lies buried. | 
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PLATE 
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6 Opbſervations on the Bodes, Forts, and Mounts 


PLATE III. and IV. 


— — — — — 
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Roſskugh, or the Fort of Carick-Braud. 


| HIS evidently appears to have been a very conſiderable Daniſh Station, 
| having formerly been ſurrounded with a double Ditch and a triple Vallum, 1 
| one-of which ſeems to have been of Stone, the reſt of Earth. The Trenches are w 
* very deep and broad, and within the internal Area, ſtill remain the ruinous Foun- T 
| dations, and part of the Walls of two Stone-buildings, the Area marked A, Plate IV. I 
| | probably may have been the principal Dwelling ; the other B, which is more ele- '3 
i vated upon an eleptical Mount, is ſuppoſed to have been a Watch-tower, or Keep; 1 
, which being rendered more difficult of Acceſs, may probably have deen deſigned 9 
j upon proper occaſions to retire to, for greater Security in time of Danger. ; 
W1THOUT this Fort are the viſible Marks of other Camps, two in particular ad- 3 

| joining to it of no ſmall Capacity, able to contain at leaſt ooo men each; and in F 
NN one of them, rather the leaſt of the two, is ſtill to be ſeen the Ruins of an old + 
| Chapel covered with Ivy : But whether this Building or the adjacent Camps, were 3 
| originally deligned for the Uſe and Guard of the main Fort, can't cafily be deter- 3 

| mined, though *tis evident from the Situation of the Place, which is cloſe to the I 
| Foot of the Mountains, and near a ſmall pleaſant River, full in view of the ſea, it * 
i mulſt have been a Place of ſome Conſequence, and of particular Note in the flou- > 
I riſhing Days of that Province. 23 
j NNMMNMN NN NNM MWM NN N NN N NNNMMM MN NN 3 
PLATE V. 7 

Dundugan Fort. 958 . 3 


HIS very uncommon Fort is encompaſſed with three wet Foſſes, all concentric 
to one another, and joins as repreſented in the Plan to Dundugan River, and 

is called Dundugan Fort. 7 
GREAT Part of the Central Mount has been cut away by Mr. Forteſeue, the pre. 
| ſent Poſſeſſor, to form a new Channel for the ſaid River, which is always very deep, 3 
| and ſubject during the Floods, which are very frequent, to overflow all the adjacent 
Paſture and Meadow-Grounds, ſo as to form a conſiderable Lake for ſeveral Months, 
eſpecially in the Winter- Seaſon. 
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in the County ef L. o urn. 7 

W n A the original Deſign of this odd kind of Habitation was, I can form no Tort 
of gueſs, unleſs it was to guard ſome Family of the firſt Planters, from the wild 
Beaſts of the Country, which, in early Times, were very numerous and ravenous : 


Or elſe ſome Clan of the Natives from their ill-diſpoſed Neighbours, and from fo- 
reign Invaders. 


; LEERFELELFELIILELERATALERIEALLEARRALERIIRE 
PLATE VIII. and IX. 
Caſtle-Town Mount. 


H IS is a very remarkable Mount, and an undoubted Station of the Dunes, 
ſituated upon an Eminence near Caſtle-Town, and is a bold Point of View to 


all the Plains about Dundalk, commands a full View of the Bay, and great Part of 
the Country round about it. 


TRR Mount A, or chief Guard, appears to be all artificial, and is ſurrounded 


-with a magnificent Ditch. The Height of the Terras Work in the Middle from 
the Plane of the Trench is in ſome Places 50 Feet, and the Circumference of the 
Top is upwards of 460. Upon the Eaſt and Weſt Side of it, are two other Forts, 


or Redoubts (B and C) adjoining to the outward Vallum of the Ditch, as repreſentcd 


in the Plan (Plate IX.) which, together with the main Mount A, cover all the 
Summit of the Hill upon which they ſtand, and for feveral Miles to the North 
.and South, make a very formidable and grand Appearance. 


T ne Mount A itſelf is ſuppoſed to be hollow within, (as other Mounts of the 
like Conſtruction have been found to be) but T have not heard of any Attempts that 
have yet been made to open it. 

PROBABLY this Work may have waidergwnc ſeveral Changes ſince its firſt For- 
mation, and the little Camp B and the Lunette or Redoubt C may have at different 


Times been added as Occafion required to the Capital Fort, and perhaps at laſt it 


became a royal, or chief Daniſb Station, for ſuch it appears to have been well worthy 


of, beſides a magnificent Sepulchre of fome of their moſt eminent Captains. 


Spencer ſays (in his View of the State of Ireland) © It was a great Uſe amongſt 
te the Iriſb to make great Aſſemblies together upon a Rath or Hill, there to parly 
< (as tis faid) about Matters and Wrongs between Townſhip and Townſhip, or 
« one private perſon and another. Farther, that theſe round Hills and ſquare Bawns 
« which we ſee ſo ſtrongly trench'd and thrown up, were (he ſays) at firſt ordain'd 
for the ſame purpoſe, that People might aſſemble themſelves Boren, and therefore 


antiently 


8 Os ervatious on the Bodes, Forts and Mounts 


« anticntly they were called Folk-motes, that is, a Place of People, to meet or talk of 
any Thing that concerned any Difference between Parties and Townſhips,” We 
learn likewiſe from the fame Author, (treating of the ſaid Hills)“ That they were 


<« appointed for two ſpecial Uſes, and built by two ſeveral Nations; the one is that 


*« which you call Fot motes, which were built by the Saxons, as the Word be- 
« wrayeth, for it ſignifieth, in Saxon, a meeting of Folk; and theſe are, for the 
<©:moſt part, in form four ſquare well entrench'd : The other which were round, 


were caſt up by the Danes, as the Names of them doth betoken, for they are 


e called Danes Raths, that is, Hills of the Danes; the which were by them deviſed, 


not for Treaties and Parlies, but appointed as Forts for them to gather unto in 


e troubleſome Time, when any Trouble aroſe.” 
How true this Relation may be, with regard to the firſt of theſe Nations in. 


Ireland, I can't poſtibly ſay, fince I think it is not by all Writers allowed, that the 


Saxons had any footing there. But the Reaſons Spencer gives for a like Practice in 
England by the latter,” are very ſolid and pertinent. © For the Danes (ſays he) be- 
ing but a few in compariton of the Saxons (in England) uſed this for their Safety ; 
e they made thoſe ſmall round Hills ſo ſtrongly fenced in every Quarter of the 


« Hundred, to the End that if in the Night, or any other Time, any troublous 
Cry or Uproar ſhould happen, they might repair with all Speed unto their own 


« Fort, which was appointed tor their Quarter, and there remain ſafe, till they 
could aſſemble themſelves in greater Strength: For they were made ſo ſtrong 
« with one ſmall Entrance, that whoſoever came thither firſt, were he one or two, 
« or like few, he or they might there reſt ſafe, and defend themſelves againſt many 


till more Succour came unto them: and when they were gathered to a ſufficient 


« Number, they marched unto the next Fort, and ſo Grand till they met with 
«the Peril, or knew the Occaſions thereof. 

Bx beſides theſe two Sorts of Hills there were antiently divers others ; for 
«© ſome were rais'd where there had been a great Battle fought, as a Memory or 


© Trophy thereof; others, as Monuments of Burials of the Carcaſſes of all thoſe | 


that were ſlain in any Field, upon whom they did throw ſuch round Mounts, 
« as Memorials of them; and ſometimes did caſt up great Heaps of Stones (as you 
* may read the like in many Places of Scripture) and other whiles, they did throw 
« up many round Heaps of Earth in a Circle, like a Garland, or pitched many long 
© Stones on end incompaſs, every of which (they ſay) betokened ſome Perſon of 
Note there flain and buried; for this was their antient Cuſtom before Chriſtianity 
« came in amongſt them, that Church-yards were encloſed.” 

Tnus much Spencer in his Dialogue between Eudoxus and Ireneus, in the laſt 
Volume of his Works has wrote concerning thoſe Raths and Mounts, but of the 
latter I ſhall have occaſion to ſay much more in its proper Place. 
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in the County of Lou Tn. 9 


FL. 


Green Mount, 


Reen Mount near Caſtle Bellingham (known alſo by the Name of Gernand's 
Town) appears to have been formerly a very ſtrong Camp, in the Shape of an 
Heart: tis fituated upon the Top of a fine green Hill, and over-looks all that part 
of the Country. The People that live near it have a Tradition, that here was 
held the firſt Parliament in Ireland, (and the Spot aſſign'd for it is mark'd A) but 


there are other Accounts, and not without as good Foundation, that make the 


firſt Meeting of an Iriſb Parliament in the adjacent County of Meath. 


THERE is a Tumulus or Barrow in this Camp mark'd B, which probably is 
the Sepulchre of ſome eminent Warrior, ſuch being commonly found in, or near moſt 


— 


Forts and Camps of any conſequence, and known to be a Practice of the Dares. 
N. RS Rf RS Rf v. U. fes Rf RR, 
P:L: AT E-:-XIV; 

The Faughard. 
HIS is an bei Mount compoſed of Stones and Terras, with a deep Trench 
round it, raiſed to the Height of 60 Feet, in the Form of the Fruſtrum of a 


Cone, upon the North Frontier of what is now called the Engliſb Pale. There has 
formerly been ſome ſort of an octagonal Building upon the Top of it, as appears 


from the Foundations remaining, repreſented in the Plan, Fig. 2. But whether it 


was a Tower or a Parapet, only Breaſt high, there is not Wall enough now remain- 
ing to determine; but in all probability, it may originally have been a Funeral Mo- 


nument, and in latter Days formed into a Beacon, or Fort, either as an out Guard 
to defend the ſaid Frontier, or ſignify the Approach of an Enemy. It ſtands 
very high about two Miles North of Dundal#, and near it Lord Mountjoy, in the 


Reign of Queen Elizabeth, at ſeveral Times encamped during the Rebellion of 
Tyrone. 


B PLATE 


10 Olſervations on the Bodes, Forts, and Mounts, 


PLATE XV. ad XVI. 
Mount Killany. 
HIS is a large and beautiful green Mount near the Town of Killany, which 


is now moſt of it in Ruins, together with a fine old Church, and a Bridge 
leading to it. It ſtands very low and by the Side of a River, concealed even from 


the neighbouring Grounds, almoſt on every ſide, excepting only down the Valley, 
through which the ſaid River winds its Courſe, for about half a Mile. There is a 


little Camp or Fort adjoining to it, as ſhewn in the Plan, P/ate XVI. bordered by 
the River on one Side and the Town-Wall on the other. Formerly there muſt 
have been ſome kind of Building or other upon the Top of it, as appears from the 


Stonework yet remaining, but whether from its firſt Formation, or as neceflary Im- 


provements of later Days * way of Tower, Keep, or Battery, is yet a Query, and 
not eaſily ſolved. 

TAE Conſtruction of it is conical, like that of the Faughard, but much more 
conſiderable in Magnitude, the Height of it is upwards of 70 Feet, and the Cir- 
cumference at the Top not leſs than 120; tis by many eſteem'd as an antient Bu- 


rial-place, and raiſed as a Monument to ſome provincial King, or eminent Prince 
of the Country. 


ESTESTSDTESSTESEE TEES TBELEIEEEEEIEETEEEEED ; 


PLATE XVII. and XVIII. 
Caftle Guard at Atherdee. 


HI Sis a magnificent Mount of an amazing Magnitude, all artificial and en- 
compaſs'd with a double Ditch and Vallum; 'tis now all planted with Wood, 
and looks very romantic. The perpendicular Height of the Mount from the Bed 
of its Foundation is nearly 90 Feet, and the Depth of the main Trench betwixt 30 
and 40; the Circumference at the Top is not leſs than 140, and round the Founda-- 
tion upwards of 600 Foot. | 
THERE appears to have been from Foundations yet remaining, two concentric | 
octagonal Buildings upon the Summit of it, the one A ſeems to have been a ſort of 
Tower or Caſtle, the other B a kind of Breaſt-work or Gallery, by way of Parapet- 
or Battlement, probably an outward Keep or Guard, 
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in the County of LouTu. II 

Ox one Side there is alſo a ſally Terras, mark'd C, Plate XVIII, which croſſes 

the main Ditch, and communicates with the outward Works. This is manifeſtly 
a Work of great Labour, and undoubtedly deſigned at firſt for a Memorial of ſome- 

thing worthy of being long remembered, and nothing is more natural (fince we don't 

want parallel Inſtances) than to conclude it a ſepulchral Monument, a Burying place 


of ſome of the Jiſb Kings; but for farther Evidence of this Matter read the fol- 
lowing ſhort Diſcourſe of Mounts in — 


Of MounrTs in general 


ours, like thoſe I have been deſcribing, from the many I have 
ſeen, and taken Drawings of, I have obſerved to be of different 

Forms, and may be diſtinguiſhed in various Claſſes, three at leaſt ; 

the firſt, or moſt common Sort, are only ſimple Hills of Earth, or of 
mal Stones covered with a Coat of green Sod, without any other Ornament about 
them, and are moſt frequently to be met with near the publick Roads; ſeveral of 
ſuch may be ſeen betwixt Drogheda and Dundalk, and are repreſented by that of 
Caſtle-Ring and Mount-Bagual, Plate XIII. and XIX. Some of the very largeſt 
of this Sort I have ſeen encompaſſed with a Circle of Stones pitched on one End, 
particularly one at Grange, near Drogheda, in which there is a vaulted Cave in the 
Form of a Croſs, with a Gallery leading to it, eighty Feet long; another of this 
Kind, but not ſo conſiderable, 1 obſerved upon the Road between Antrim and Bel. 
faft, not far from Temple-Patrick. 

TRE ſecond Sort of Mounts are every where incompaſſed with a deep Trench, 
and are generally to be found in the Neighbourhood of ſome old Caſtle, or Building 

2 of Note. Such are thoſe of Caſtle- guard, Green-Caftle, and K:llany. 

23 T uxA third Kind is commonly attended with a ſquare Fort, or Redoubt, adjoin- 

ing to the main Trench, and fometimes with other Works, rendering them very 

_ defenſible, as if deſigned for a formal Garriſon, or the Head- Quarters of a Prince. Of 
this Kind is that of Ca/tle-Town, the Newry, Demor. Fort in Mat- Meath, and the 
Fort of Dromour, in the County of Down. 

MounNnrTs of all theſe different Forms, and of as various Magnitudes, are very 
common all along the old-Eng/iſþ Pale, and even as far as the North-Sea, but chiefly 
near the Eaſt-Coaſt of Ireland. I don't remember to have ſeen any of theſe Mounts 
very far Weſtward, or many farther South, than the two Counties of Eaſt and 
IWeft- Meath, where they are numerous and large, 

ALL we can learn of the original Deſign of theſe vaſt Heaps of Earth is chiefly 
from old Authors, Tradition being now almoſt filent concerning them, Moſt of 
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12 _ Obſervations on the Bodes, Forts, and Mounts 
them are undoubtedly very old, and may have undergone many Changes ſince 
their firſt Formation, which makes it very difficult to determine what their Original 
really was. | 

Homer by two very remarkable Paſſages in his ad ſeems to intimate that this 
was long ago the Practice both of the Greeks and Phenicians, and the Manner of 
their burying their Dead, particularly Heroes and eminent Men, of which the Mo- 
nument of Patroclus, in the twenty-third Book of the Iliad, and that of He&or, in 
the laſt, are notable Inſtances of this Sort. Deſcribing the Funeral of the firſt of 
theſe Heroes, Mr. Pope thus tranſlates that Poet. 


The ſacred Relicks to the Tent they bore ; 
The Urn a Veil of Linnen cover'd ver. 
That done, they bid the Sepulchre aſpire, 
And caſt the deep Foundations round the Pyre ; 
High in the Midft they heap the fwelling Bed, 

_ Of rifing Earth, Memorial of the Dead. 


And his Deſcription of that of the latter is as follows ; 


The ſnowy Bones his Friends and Brothers place, 
(With Tears collected,) in a Golden Vaſe , 

The Golden Vaſe in purple Palls they roll d, 

Of ſofteſt Texture, and inwrought with Gold. 
Laſt, der the Urn the ſacred Earth they ſpread, 
Aud raisd the Tomb, Memorial of the Dead. 


How near this comes to a true Picture of the Dani/h Mounts in Feland, I leave 
to the Reader to judge from their ſeveral Planes and F igures; but then it muſt be 
| conſidered, that many of them may have undergone ſome Change fince their firſt 
Formation; I mean with regard to the double Trenches round ſome of them, and 
thoſe viſible Remains of Stone-work upon the Tops of many of them, particularly 
the octagon Foundation of a Tower, &c. upon the Summit of Caftle-guard, at 
Athergee, and the like Remains or Marks of a Stone-Building upon K:llany Mount, 
&c, which Works may poſſibly have been ſuperadded. Not that we want In- 
ſtances in the oldeſt Authors to ſhew, that Works of Stone were alſo added, 
upon proper Occaſions, where Inſcriptions were neceſſary, as a Finiſhing to the 
whole. 


TRR 


in the County of Loutn, 13 
Tr E grandeſt, if not the firſt of this Kind, if we may credit Herodotus, & is to be 
feen in Lydia, and was erected at a vaſt Expence, for Ahattes, Father of Creſus ; 


the Baſes of which were compoſed of Stones of extraordinary Dimenſions, and the 


Reſt of it of a Terras; 'twas ſix Stades and two Plethrons in Circumference 
and thirteen Plethrons in Breadth. Hence we may conclude it was of a circular 
Form, or at leaſt pentagonal, ſince we are alſo told, there were five Monuments 
upon the uppermoſt Part of it, placed as Boundaries, with Inſcriptions certifying 
the Meaſure of the Work and Labour of the Artificers, who are ſaid to have been 
aſſiſted by young Maids, that did more Work than the Men. | 

Herodotus alſo obſerves, that it was a prevailing Cuftom amongſt the Antients 
after a Battle, to bury their Dead in Heaps under ſuch Mounts of Earth, in Me- 
mory of any ſignal Victory gained over their Enemies. Many ſuch as theſe were 
erected after the famous Battle of Platæa, where the Army of Xerxes, under the 
Conduct of Mardonius, received a total Defeat. So great was the Vanity of the 
Greeks upon this Occaſion, that it is ſaid ſeveral of theſe Mounts were erected 
by Grecians who were abſent from the Fight, to deceive Poſterity. Such may 
have been the Original of thoſe Tumuli upon Saliſbury Plain, in England, which, 
without any ſufficient Foundation, are attributed to the Britiſb Druids. Such like- 
wiſe may have been the Original of thoſe vaſt Carneds of Stone upon Kern Bawn, 
in the County of Eaji-Mearh, where formerly a bloody Battle was fought between 
the native 1r:/þ and the Danes. tet 

Virgil gives us an Example of one of theſe Sepulchres in the Deſcription of a Fu- 
neral Monument raiſed over a King of the Aborigines, Æneid. Lib. 11. 


There, like a Mountain, roſe a lofty Hill, 
In which old Laurent's King, Dorcennus ay, 
Stately interr'd,. tho in a Tomb of Clay. 


And in Lucan's Pharſalia we find, Lib. 8. 


Et regum cineres extructo monte quieſcunt. 


Plutarch's Life of Alexander alſo. affords another Inſtance of this Sort of Monu- 
ment, where Damaratus, the Corinthian, is ſaid to have died, in a Viſit to that 
Conqueror, in Ala, and had a moſt magnificent Monument of this Kind erected for 
him in the Camp, the whole Army contributing to the Work, which, we are told, 
was raiſed to eighty Cubits high, from a very broad Foundation' all of Earth, 
though, at the ſame Time, tis ſaid his Bones were carried back to Greece. 

| See his Clio. 
| BuT 
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14 Oſſervations on the Bodes, Forts, and Mounts 


BurT to come nearer home, and trace this Manner of Burial to Ireland, which 
we have great Reaſon to believe was firſt practiſed in this Kingdom by the Danes, 


we need only conſider what the oldeſt Writers of that Nation have ſaid upon the 
fame Subject, relating to the like Works, undoubtedly raiſed by the Danes in their 


own Mother-Country. Joannes Cypreus, as I find him cited, ſays, © In the Time 


before they could build Pyramids, or raiſe Obeliſks to the Memory of their 


cc 


Kings and great Men, they erected over them vaſt Hillocks of Earth, heaped 
as high as Mountains, and chiefly in ſuch Places through which Men continually 
travelled, as high Roads and publick Paſſages, that by this Means they might 
conſecrate to Poſterity the Memory of their moſt celebrated Men, and in a 
«© manner, make them immortal. — 
Olaus Wormius, another Danfh Author, and a faithful Enquirer into the Anti- 
quities of his Country, farther obſerves, © That the more rude and ordinary 
« Sort of Mounts conſiſted only of Earth heaped together into a round conical 
Figure; but ſuch as are encompaſſed at the Bottom with one Range of Stones 
« are thought to have been dedicated to the Generals of Armies, or the greateſt 
te of their Nobility; whereas thoſe that are plain, and not adorned with Stones, 
<« are only raiſed for valiant Soldiers, and ſuch as deſerved well of their Country. 

AND again, the ſame Author takes Occaſion to note, © That thoſe that fell in 


cc 


A 


.” 
A 


<« Battle they flung together in a Heap, which they called Valcaſter, and over theſe 


they raiſed the Earth ſo high as to become an Hill.” 
A Mount of this Sort, ſome Years ago, Dr. Molineux informs, was opened near 
Carrickfergus, in the North of Ireland, in which were found ſeveral Daniſb Trumpets 


of Braſs, ſuch as they uſed in War, of a very odd Make, two of which, he tells us, 


were in the Poſſeſſion of Sir Andrew Fountaine when he left that Kingdom. 


Mormius, the Dane, teſtifies this alſo as an antient Cuſtom, and practiſed by 


his Countrymen. * Our Anceſtors (ſays he) did not only commit to their Graves 
« the Corps and Aſhes of the Dead, but with them likewiſe Spears, Arms. Gold 


„ and Silver, and ſuch like Rarities that were dear to them in their Life-times. ” 


HERE it may be obſerved, that the Danes alſo burnt their Dead after the 


Manner of the Greeks and Romans, a ſufficient Teſtimony of which follows, 


from the frequent Diſcoveries made by the ſame Dane in the Mounts and Vaults 
of his own Nation, and of the Urns, Bones and Aſhes depoſited in them, where he 
fays, © They burnt the dead Bodies, and gathered the Afhes into Urns, and placing 
* them in the Middle of a Circle furrounded with large Stones, they covered the Top 
« with a broad one; then over all heaped Stones, with Earth and Sand, till they 
had raiſed a little Hill, like a Mount, which they covered with a Coat of green 
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Sods, that it might appear beautiful in the Eyes of the Spectators that paſſed that 


in the County of Lo u u. 1 5 


He x r then is a fair Sepulchral Mount, according to Wirmius's Deſcription, 
every Way agreeing with many of thoſe we find in Ireland, and ſuch alſo have 
been opened in different Parts of that Kingdom, and found to contain Urns, burnt 
Bones and Aſhes, quite agreeable to the above Account, particularly one at Headferd, 
twelve Miles from Gallway in Connaught, Anno 1678, and another at Waring//own in 
the County of Down, 1684. See more of theſe in Dr. Molineuxs Natural Hiſtory 
of Ireland, from whence I have borrowed the above Paſſages from the Daniſh 
Writers; and to uſe that learned Gentleman's own Words, © Had we no other 
« Authority or Tradition for it, I think we could not well queſtion but that theſe 
« with us are the remains and Workmanſhip of the ſame Daniſh Nation. 

It appears from ſuch of theſe accumulated Hills, that have been laid open, 
that ſome of them were only defigned for fingle Perſons; others again for 
two or three, or perhaps a whole Family. The firſt of theſe are fo diſpoſed, 


that the Cavity or Vault in the Center, made for the Reception of the dead Body, 
has no Paſſage or Entry leading to it, as if intended to be opened no more: a 
Mount of this Sort was dug into near Trinity. College in Dublin, about the Vear 
1646, and the Vault, with a Man's Bones in it, diſcovered. The other Kind, 
erected for two or more, or many, have generally left in them a narrow Gallery, 


or Paſſage, leading to the inward Chamber, or Vault, but the Entrance ſo cloſely 
ſtopped and concealed, as rarely to be diſcovered. A remarkable one of this Kind, 
is that of New Grange, into which I myſelf, firſt creeping upon my Hands and 
Knees, afterwards walked upright for about eighty Feet to the Center, where I 
took ſeveral Drawings of the different Cells in it, which are ſuppoſed to have been 
dedicated to the three prime Deities of the northern Nations, Thor, Odin, ana 
Friga, to whom, tis preſumed, from the Stone Baſons in the Niches, they uſed to 


offer Sacrifices in favour of the Dead, This curious Cave 1s fully deſcribed in the 


Natural Hiſtory of Ireland, p. 202, fo 206. 


In this Cave, when it firſt was opened, the Bones of two dead Bodies entire, 


not burnt, were found upon the Floor. And this Manner of Burial is alſo men- 
tioned by Wormius, and as a Practice of later Date than that of Burning. The ſe- 
cond Age (he obſerves) was, That in which the entire Corpſe, not burnt, was 
« placed, with all its Ornaments, in a round hollow, whoſe Sides were made of 


large Stones, and covered with the ſame at Top, over which they heaped ſo. 
« much Earth and Sand, that it equalled the Height of a little Mountain, and 


« which, at laſt, was ador ned, on the Oude, with green Sods, and other 
« Stones ſet round it. 

T Rus to the Oftmanians or Danes, who were conſtant Inhabitants, and Maſters 
of Ireland, from about the Year 770, to the Time of the Engliſh ſettling there in 
the Reign of Henry II. agreeing with a conſtant Tradition, we may ſafely attribute 
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16 Obſervations on the Bodes, Forts, and Mounts, 


the railing all theſe vaſt pyramidical Hills; and Hills of the fame Kind are to be ſeen 
in ſeveral Parts of England, but not near fo frequently to be met with; and indeed 
when we conſider that the Danes were Maſters of the greateſt Part of Ireland ten times 
longer than they were in Poſſeſſion of England, the Reaſon is obvious, and the 
Work eaſily accounted for. Of the ſame Model with thoſe repreſented and deſcribed 


the Weſt of England, and under which, beyond a Doubt, ſome of the Daniſb Kings 
lie buried; and ſuch alſo are manifeſtly the Foundation-Mounts of the round Caſtles 
or Towers of Windſor, York and Durham, which, we are not to learn, were all, and 


many others, originally prime Stations of the Danes; though now much disfi- 
gured, and, in a manner, loſt in additional Works and Buildings, 


Wl. Strength and Conſequence, the Seat of the Kings of Mercza, long ſucceſſively a 
„ Seat of the firſt Peers of England, laſt of the Black Prince, ſince annexed to the Prin- 
cipality of Wales, as part of the Dutchy of Cornwall, 


D. Burgt te Leiden in. Holland, is a Work of the, ſame Sort with thoſe above 


bl Conqueſt of Kent; but this Point has been diſputed, and wants Confirmation. 
1 The Keep or Crown- work of Stone upon the Top of it, is judged to be of later 
. Date than that of the Mount itſelf, as moſt of thoſe, I gueſs, have been, whoſe 
Foundation (on like Hills) are frequently to be met with, both as mentioned above, 
and as repreſented 1 in the foregoing Plans. 

NM Here it may not be improper to add, before I take leave of theſe Tumuli, that 
1000 beſides that of Atherdee, which is, in a manner, covered with Wood, I have ſeen 
ſeveral in Ireland overgrown with a Sort of ſhrubby Witch-Elm, riſing, as we may 
juſtly ſuppoſe, from old Roots of thoſe Kind of Trees, into Bruſh-Wood. And we 
find from Andromache's Deſcription of her Father Aetion's Monument, raiſed by 


their Dead Heroes with Trees, eſpecially ſuch as bear no Fruit, as Elms and Al- 

ders, &c. theſe being ſuppoſed moſt ſuitable to the Dead. | 
Then raisd a Mountain where his Bones ere burn 4 AN 
The Mountain Nymphs the rural Tomb adorn'd, BED hy 
Jove's Sylvan Daughters bade their Elms Beſts . 
A barren Shade, and in his Honour grow. * 88 

dee the Notes on this Paſſage of Pope's Nomer's Iliad, B. 17. v. 530, Ee. 


The End of the Firſt Book. 


in this Book are the Hills of The:ford and Silbury, the firſt in the Eaſt, the latter in 


ANOTHER very conſiderabl2 Mount, of this Sort, I lately obſerved ſince I left 
Treland, at Barkhamſtead in Hertfordſhire, from whence, (as Burgbamſted) a modern 
Hiſtorian, derives the Name of that Town, which was formerly a Place of great 


| deſcribed, and faid to be a Monument raiſed by Order of Hengiſt, ſoon after his 
| Hal 


Achilles, that it was a Cuſtom alſo amongſt the antients to adorn the Tombs of 
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THE 


CO NH THY1F N FM 


PLATE I. FIG. T, and 2. 


F H E Plan and View of the Remains of a Tower at Haneſtown, three Miles 


from Dundalk. 
FL A165 1 
Pro. I, and 2. Plan and View of the Remains of an old Caſtle at Milltown. 
P L A . 
View of the Caſtle of Derver. 
| I., A TE IV. 
The Plan of Ditto, with the Tchnography of the Battlement Walk. 
. 
View of the Caſile at Killingcool belonging to John Gernand, Fj, 
| CL ATE I. 
Plan of the ſame. 
PLATES VI. 


View v4 the Caſtle 4 Carlingiors, ſaid to be built by Order of King John, 
FATE. VAL 


Plan of the fame. 


PIT, A 1 
Vie zew of Caſile Roch upon the We eft Frontier of the Engliſh dou ſaid to be bu 7n 
the Reign of Henry II. 
PLATE: K; 


View of the Remains 27 the Caſtle of Dungooly, formerly one of the Sears of Tyrone, 
PLATE 2 
Rood's Town Caſtle upon an Eminence about two Miles from Atherdee. 
PLATE XII 
FIG. I. Plan of the Caſtle of Ballug near Cooly Point, North of Dundalk Bay. 
Flo. 2. Plan of the Caſtle of Dunmahan. 
« FL ATE XIII 


Plan of the Caſtle of Glaſs-Piſtol. 


P L. ATE N. 


Plan of the Caſtle of en two Miles from Dunleer towards the Sea. 
LAB 


The CONTENTS. 


P-L-A TE XV. 
A View of the Caſtle of Rath, three Miles from Carlingford. 
PLATE: AVI. 
Plan of the ſame. 
FLAT R XVII. 
View of the Ton- Caſtle at Atherdee; here we found a poor old grey Besded Man, 
inpriſoned for a Debt of fix Engliſh Shillings, whom abe releaſed. 1 


PLATE XVIII. 
Plan ofthe ſa me. 


PLATE XIX. 


Fi of the Caſtle of Torfecken, three Miles from Drogheda, belonging to the Lord 


Primate, and 2 inhabited by Archbiſhop Uſher, but now in Ruins, 


PLATE XX. 
Plan & the ſame. 


ED. L A T E XXI. 
View of the Caſile of Ballrichan, two Miles from Dundalk Wet, belonging to Lord 


Limerick. 
PLATE . 
Plan of the Jame. 
P L A T E XXIII. 


View of the Caſile of Caſtletown near Dundalk, belonging to Lord Bellew. 


PL ATE XXIV. 
Plan of the ſame. 


* There are many ſuch Objects of Charity to be ſound in the 25 Priſons, which would require but a ſmall 
Sum of _— to ſet them at Liberty. 
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Tis built after the ſame Manner and Stile of that of Mziltown, and has been attend- 


of 9, 10, and 12 Feet ſquare, running into one another, and ſaid to communicate 


. — of hs Boys. 


O B 8 E A! ON 8 


ON THE 


Principal CasTLzs, Kees, and Towers remaining in the County 
of Louth, as repreſented i in the Second Book. 


CCC NN NN NN N 


E I. 
Milltown Cafile. | 


YI HIS 5 Caſtle, belonging to Thomas Forteſcue, Eſa; of Reynald}tewn, 

dis 45 Feet high, and fituated in the Midſt of a fine inclos'd 

Country, about four Miles South of Dundalk. It appears to be 

one of the oldeſt Sort of Habitations now remaining in the Coun- 

2 ty of Louth, and the Manner of Building 1s faid to be borrow'd 

from the Spaniards, who formerly were Viſitors of this Iſland. 

Two or three Furlongs from this Dwelling near the Top of a 

riſing Ground, an arch'd ſubterraneous Vault was lately difcover'd running many 

Roods under-ground, and ſuppoſed to communicate with the ſaid Caſtle, as a 
Sally-way for retiring in time of danger. 


LIDEFSISIEDTIIEISECLEEIIECITEISIECESISEDEEETS 
PLATE V. and VI. 
Caſtle of Killingcool. 


HI1S is a ſmall but fine old Caſtle, ſituated upon an Eminence half way be- 
twixt Dundalk and Atherdee, full in View of all the Country round about it. 


ed with other external Works ; underneath it are many and various Vaults and Caves 


by a long ſubterraneous Paſſage with Caſtle Derver, diſtant about fix Furlongs, 
from whence tis imagined, in caſe of Surpriſe, one Caſtle formerly afliſted the other. 
It belongs to John Gernand, Eſq; but it is not now inhabited. 
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6 Obſervations on the Caſtles, Keeps, and Towers 


PLATE VII. ard VIII. 
The King's Caſtle at Carlingford, 


(inefird Caſtle, called alſo King's Caſile, is ſaid to have been built by a King 


of England, about the Reign of King John, and 'tis generally believed 'twas 
built by Order of that Prince, when he was in this Kingdom about the Year 1210. 
Formerly it muſt have been a very fine Pile of Building, and ſeems by its Situation 


_ deſigned to defend a narrow Paſs at the Foot of the Mountains, cloſe by the Sea, 
where but a very few Men can march abreaſt, dangerous Rocks and a deep Sea being 


below on one ſide, and very high Mountains on the other, the leaſt 700 Yards per- 
pendicular. 


Tux Foundation of it is a ſolid Rock, waſhed hy the Sea, and ſome of the Walls 


are eleven Feet thick. On one Side of it there appears to have been a Platform or 


Battery, which ſome time or other may have been adapted for the Defence of the 
Harbour, which is one of the fineſt in Ireland. The old Town of Carling ford 


| ſeems to have been originally all ſmall Caſtles, which appears to have been the com- 


mon kind of Habitations in this Country, and the Manner of Building in thoſe 


Days; Dundalk formerly having alſo been full of the like ſort of Dwellings. 


On the oppoſite End of the Town to that of the Caſtle, there is ſtill to be ſcen the 


ruinous Remains of a fine Monaſtery; and not far from it, upon the Summit of a 


neighbouring Hill, a ſpacious Burying Ground, and a little Church or Chapel adjoin- 


ing to it. By Reaſon of the Poſition and Height of the neighbouring Mountains, 


the Inhabitants of this Town, great part of the Summer Seaſon, loſe Sight of the Sun 


| ſeveral Hours before he ſets in the rational Horizon. 


PPP 


PEATE IX. 
Caſtle-Roch. 


H Is noble Ruin is ſituated upon the Summit of a rocky Hill, near the Weſt 


Borders of the County of Louth, and was formerly one of the frontier Caſtles 
of the Engliſh Pale; it ſtands very high and commands a full View of all the neigh- 
bouring Country round it, the Area within the Rampart Walls reſembles the Form 
of a Triangle, or rather inclining to that of a Semicircle, following the irregular 
Form of the Hill, and taking all Advantages of the Rock 'tis placed upon, The 


great Chord, which is the Front and longeſt Side, is about Eighty Yards, and the 
verſed Sine or Breadth is about Forty: At the oppoſite Corner to that of the main 


Dwelling, has been formerly a Tower of Defence; but now wor demoliſhed ; 


and under it 1s a Sally-Port. 
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in the County of LouT u. 7 


'Tis reported to have been built by Reſe Verden, an Heireſs of the Enugliſb 
Pale, who married into the Belle Family, the preſent Poſſeſſors: From her 'twas 


called Roſe-Caſtle, and now by Corruption, Reſb or Roch-Caſtle. In the Year 1649, 


it held out for King Charles, and was demoliſhed by Oliver Cromwell. 
LAT E XV. and XVI. 
| Caſtle-Rath. 


HIS Caſtle belonging to Thomas Tipping, Eſq; appears to have been an antient 
Dwelling of ſome Perſon of Diſtinction, and probably that of a Biſhop or 
Abbot, if we may judge by the Chapel adjoining to it. Tis ſituated on the Plains 
betwixt the Sea and the Mountains of Carlingford, and near it are ſeveral old Forts 
or Raths, ſuch as the firſt Invaders, or prime Planters, of the Iſland are ſuppoſed 


to have inhabited. A few Roods from it is the Remains of a Tumulus, or ſepul- 
chral Mount; and about a Mile farther, towards the Sea, ſtands the Tower or 


Caſtle of Ballug. See its Plan, Plate XII. Fig. 1. 


CCC 


PLATE XI. aw XX. 
Torteckan-Caſtle. 


HE s E Plates repreſent the Remains of a fine old Caſtle, belonging to the 
See of Armagh, and formerly one of the Seats of the Lord Primate of all Je- 
land, where he uſed to reſide three Months! in the er. 

ARCuB1SHOP Uſher was its laſt Inhabitant, and now *tis quite neglected and run 
to ruin. Tis ſituated near the Sea, and about three Miles from Drogheda, by the 
Side of a ſmall, but pleaſant River, and when the Town of Torfectan flouriſhed, 
in which there is now a very good old Church, there were ſeveral other ſmall 
Caſtles in the Neighbourhood of it, ſome of which yet remain; that of G/aſs-P:/to/ 


is diſtant about two Ji Miles, and a little farther Eaſtward is a fine Fiſhery, the 


Charter of which is or was held, as I am informed, by the Fiſhermen's waiting 
with their Fiſh a certain time in the Town of Torfeckan, till the Lord of the ſaid 


Caſtle was ern ſerved. 
PL ATE 
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8 Ozſervations on the Caſtles, Keeps, and Towers 
PLATE XXI, and XXII. 
Ballrickan Caſtle. 


Allrickan or Ballriggan, here are the ruinous Remains of a curious old Caſtle 
about two Miles diſtant from Dundalk, pleaſantly fituated between two 


winding Rivers, upon a ſmall riſing Ground almoſt ſurrounded, in the manner of 


a Peninſula, having the Mountain of Slaugullion to the North of it, Caſtle Roch on 


the Weſt, and that of Cath Town Eaſtward from it, all as bold Points of View, 
with ſeveral other remarkable and agreeable Objects, which every Way enliven the 
Proſpect round it. 


Bx vox a Doubt it has formerly been the Habitation of one of the firſt Lords of 


the Pale, and is now in the Poſſeſſion of the Lord Viſcouut Limerick. Tis of a 


very remarkable Conſtruction, and incloſed within a wall'd Court, capable of con- 


taining a numerous Guard of Men. There is a ſubterraneous Cave and a ſpacious 
Vault under it, which ſeems to have had ſome Communication with a Sally-port di- 
recting towards the Banks of the River, which are here very ſteep and high. 
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PLATE XXIII. and XXIV. 
Caſtle- Town Caſtle. 


43 Hs is a handſome old Caſtle belonging to Lord Bellow i in tolerable good 1 
pair, having ſeveral Rooms in it very habitable, and at preſent tenanted by - 
Thomas Tipping, Eſq; who lives in an adjacent modern Houſe, making uſe of the 


Caſtle only as a Kitchen and Servants Hall: "Tis ſituated. upon the North Side of an 
Hill, about a ſmall Mile from Dundalk, Weſtward, ſeen for ſeveral Miles along the 


great North Road, and commands a full View of the Harbour and * Slavgullicn. 


and the Mountains of Carling ford. 


Tas fine old Daniſh Station and Mount, which borrows its Name from the N eigh- 
bourhood of this Caſtle, crowns the ſame Hill, and a little below ſtands the Ruins 
of an old Church or Chapel, now covered with Ivy, and only made uſe of as a Bury ing 


Place by the lower Sort of the Roman Catholicks, who are here very numerous. 


Tux Caſtle has been once defended by a ſtrong Wall, and other Works of Cir- 


cumvallation, and not far from it on the Plain below, there has been formerly a very 
conſiderable Fort or Camp, little inferior to that above it, being more W 
fituated near the River, which runs cloſe by one Side of it. 


* The Town, from whence this Caſtle takes its Name, was ſack' d and deſtroy d by Edvard le Bruce, Brother: 


to the King of Scotland, about the Year 1318. Spencer's Account of Ireland. 


The End of the Second Book. 
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THE 


PLATE I. 
P LAN of Ballrichan, worth the Remains of a Druidical Grove, 
PLATE I. 


Plan of the River Carrickaſtickin, with the Remains of a Druidical Grove adjacent 
Zo it on Carrick Edmond. 


£L ATE I 
Remains of a Druid's Temple upon the Plain of Ballynahatney, | 
PL ATE IV. 
Ichnography and View of a large Carned upon Carrick Braud, 
„„ ATS: V. 
View of the Cromlech at Ballymaſcandlan near Dundalk. 
„ TE-VI | 
View 7 Killing Hill, and the Remains of a Daniſh 7. emple, &c. ors the Top Fit. 
PLA T E VII. 
Tchnograpby of the ſame. 
PLATE VII. 
View of Faghs na ain eighe, or the one Night's Work. 
PLATE IX 


PLATE X. 


Plan of a fubterrancous Cave at Ballrichan. 
FLAT E Xi. 


Nerth Face of St. Boyn's Croſs, in the old Church-yard of Moneſter Boie. 
PLATE XI. 


Ichnography of the ſame. 


South Face of the ſame. 
PLATE XIII. 
The Eaſt and Weſt Profiles of the ſame, &c. 
PLA F-E: . 
View of a Daniſh 70 over, &c. in the ſaid Church-yard of Moneſter Boice. 
PLATE: V. 
View of the Remains 4 a like Daniſh Tower near the Church of Dromiſkin. 
PLATE 


— - 


The CONTENTS. 


PLATE VI. 
Foundation Plans of the ſaid Towe rs. 
FLATE.- AVE 
A beautiful Gothick Door-way to the Chapel of Mellifant. 
PL ATE. AVI 
A curious Oftagon Bath or Baptiftory at Ditto, 
PLATE XX 


The Lady Well near Dundalk, round which the Roman 1 holicks do Penance on the 
gth of September, called the Patron Day. 


PLATE XX. 


Plan of Di tio, and we remarkable Remains in St. Bridget's Church- 8 at the 
Fau ghard. 


PLATE XXI. 


View of the Gable-End of the Church of Millax-Town near Atherdee, WHICH Was 


blown from its Foundation, and yet remains erect. 


PLATE XXII 


The great Horns at Sir John Bellew's Seat at Barmeath, 
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OBSERVATIONS 
ON THE 

Principal ANTIQUITIEsS and CURIOSITIES 
contained in the Third Book. 


CREBRINZXEFORE I can proceed in a regular Manner to explain the 
F RY 25 ten following Plates, which are ſuppoſed chiefly to relate to the 
E Druids, it will be neceſſary to ſay ſomething concerning that 
Set of Men; theſe being the evident Marks of thoſe heathen 
; Prieſts having once reſided in this Place. 

We are told that this Se& of Philoſophers affected to live in 
Woods, and choſe the moſt retired Places, ſuch as Groves of 
Oak, and ſhady Hills, &c. for their religious Worſhip. Mr. Rowland, in his Mona 


2 
a» „ 


* 
\ 
* 


Antiqua Reſtaurata, has given us a very learned and elaborate Account of them, 


not only from their firſt Choice of, and ſuppoſed Settlement in the Ifle of Angleſey, 


but alſo a full Relation of their Religion, Laws, and Diſcipline to the Time of their 


Expulſion by the Romans, when tis faid they were finally baniſh'd Britain, and 
ſought for Shelter and a more ſafe Reception amongſt their foreign Friends and 


Brethren, ſome of whom retiring to the e of Man, others to Scotland, and the 


reſt to Ireland, where the F oot-ſtceps of this lame Society of Tags are yet very 
plain to be ſeen. 


Lucan, who lived at the very Tims that the Doctrine of theſe barbarous Prieſts 
was ſuppoſed to have been in its higheſt Reputation, has given us ſeveral fine De- 
ſcriptions both of their Principles and Habitations. The following Paſſage in his 
Pharſalia is a ſufficient Proof how much they were in Ng good Opinion of that 


obſerving Poet. 
The 


6 Obſervations on the Antiquities and Curioſities 


The Druids now, while Arms are heard no more, 

Old Myſteries and barb rous Rights reſtore: 

A Tribe who ſingular Religion love, 

And haunt the lonely Coverts of the Grove, 

To theſe, and theſe of all Mankind alone, 

The Gods are ſure reveal'd, or ſure unknown. 

If dying Mortals Dooms they ſing arigbi, 

N 222 end to dwell in dreadful Night ; 
No parting Souls to griſly Pluto go, 

Nor ſeek the dreary ſilent Shades below : 

But forth they fly immortal in their kind, 

And other Bodies in new Worlds they find, Row. 


Mr. Rcwland farther relates, that in thoſe Days, ;. e. at the time they are ſup- 
poſed to have been totally diſperſed * Agricola, which was about the Vear of Chriſt 
78, as teſtified by Tacitus. 

« In Feland, their Religion was in mighty Vogue amongſt the People, and their 
<* three mentioned Orders were called Druids, Sanachies, and Bards, they were ſo 
full there in the Days of St. Patrick, that it is ſaid by their Hiſtorians, that he 
burnt three Hundred of their Books. * Mr. Roderick Flaberty (as I find him cited 


A 


4 


A 


© by the ſame Author) ſays, the Druids made one of the three Orders of the king- 
dom, and were ſignalized with a Mark of Honour on their Garments, next that 


of Kings and Princes. + Nay further, for more Certainty in this Matter, that they 
had been very numerous and common in that Kingdom, the Name of Druid is 
there to this Day applied to a cunning Fellow or Wizard, whom in the 1r:/þ 
© Tongue, they call Draci or Druid; and it is as certain that O Donnel in his 


« Tranſlation of the new Teſtament into 1rz/þh, calls the wiſe Men of the Eaſt 


« (Matth, ii. 1. Dracithe, i. e. Druids, by which it appears that the Druids, be- 
fore the Chriſtian Religion gave them another Remove, were eſtabliſhed in, and 
« of great Authority in Ireland. 

We are farther informed that theſe Druids differing from the Cuſtom of the Eng- 
liſh Druids, made uſe of Letters, and that a College was erected in Ireland 927 
Years before Chriſt, called Mur Ollavan, or the City of the Learned. 

What Part of Ireland this was in I am yet to learn, but if we may gueſs ſrom like 
Situation in the Iſle of Angleſey, where the moſt knowing of their Druids reſided, 
we may ſuppoſe it was not far from Dundalk. Since there is here a Carrick Brauda 


like that of the Aſtronomers in Angleſey, which was alſo called Carig Bradyn, and 


* Ogygia, p. 58. + Matthew Kennedy, p. 19. 
| to 
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in the County of Lor RH. . 


to anſwer their Cerrig Edris, here is a Carrick Edmond; both noted Eminences, 


and fit for contemplative Purpoſes. 

THAT Groves of Oak and the ſhady Tops of Hills were the chief Places of Re- 
ſort, and Idolatry as well as of religious Worſhip, beſore regular Temples were 
built of ornamented Stone, &c. Joſbua xxiv. 26. Ezek. vi. 13. Hoſea iv. 13. are 
all eſtabliſhed Evidences of good Authority. 

In the firſt Place we find this. And Foſhua took a great Stone, and ſet it up there 
(in Shechem) under an Oak *, that was by the Sanctuary of the Lord. In the Second 
we have this, Then ſhall ye FANG that J am the Lord when their ſlain Men ſhall be 
among their Idols round about their Altars, upon every high Hill, in all the Tops of 
the Mountains, and under every green Tree, and under every thick Oak, the Place where 
they did offer fweet Savour to all their Idols. And in the laſt Place we read as fol- 
lows, They ſacrifice upon the Tops of the Mountains, and burn Incenſe upon the Hills, 
under Oaks, and Poplars, and Elms, becauſe the Shadow thereof is good. 


THAT it was cuſtomary alſo, at leaſt among the latter idolatrous Druids, not 


only to live, but likewife to be bury'd in the Receſſes of theſe Groves, we may learn 
from ſeveral Authors who have wrote upon this Subject; a Proof of which will evi- 
dently appear in the Explanation of the following Plans, and that this race of Men 
call'd Iriſh Druids, whoſe Works we trace over all this Part of er, and alſo in 


Linſter, undoubtedly deſcended, or had their Doctrine from ſome of the e 
Tribes. 


TETBSSSSSSSSLSSSSPOSSPSSSHPESSSHTISTSSSSSIE 
PLATTE. 


HI S Plate is a Repreſentation of Part of the pleaſant Peninſula of Ballrichan, 
in which are ſtill remaining the evident Marks of a Druid's Grove or Dwell- 
ing, which to form a more perfe& Idea of, according to the Accounts given us 


of the Seats and Habitations of thoſe knowing Men, we are to imagine was once 
ſurrounded with fine old Oaks, forming within an awful ſolemn Shade. The large 
Stone Pillars at F ſeem to mark the Entrance or Approach to it, and G which is 


nearly the Centre of the Solun, above the Banks of the two bordering Rivers, we 
may conjecture was the principal Abode or Reſidence of the chief Druid. At 


A there is a Circle formed of five large Stones upon the Top of a little Hill, which 
probably may have been a Place of Worſhip. C ſeems to have been a Carned (of 
which I ſhall ſay more hereafter) and BI take to be a Burying-place, or ſort of Family- 
ſepulchre, in which, from what I have diſcovered in ſuch like Places, I ſuſpe© 
there are ſeveral Urns, Bones, &c. E, H, and I are probably monumental Pillars 
ſuch as we read were erected for Rachel, Gen. xxxv. 20. and by Abſalom for hin: 


At Dodona in Epirus, Fupiter was ſaid to give Oracles out of an Oak. 
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8 Osſervations on the Antiquities and Curioſities 

ſelf, 2 Sam. xvii. 18. E and Fare the Stones repreſented at E and F in the Plan? 
in a larger proportion, and K is the Caſtle of Ballrichan. Ball ſignifying, in Iriſh, 
a Place or Dwelling. If Rick or Rich, as the old Britiſh Orch or Oruch, meaning 
the ſame thing, is ſuppoſed to come from the Hebrew Rachau *, or Eminence, be 
allow'd a Corruption of this Word. This choice Spot of Ground may 9 have 
been the ſupreme Seat of the Drew or Arcb-druid. 8 
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PLATE I 


HIS repreſents the rude Remains of another ſacred Grove or Seat of the 

Druids upon the fame Eſtate belonging to Lord Limerick, diſtant about a Mile 
from the former, upon the Top of a more elevated Piece of Ground, called Carrick 
Edmon, and near to a neighbouring River, as ſhewn in the Plan called Carrickaſiickin, 
from a Mountain of the ſame Name from whence it deſcends. Here A is the moſt 
likely to have been the Temple or Place of Devotion, B + and alſo C are manifeſt 
Carneds; D ſeems to be the Foundation of a circular dwelling; E, F, and G are 
Burying-places, and H and I, moſt probably monumental | Pillars, ſuch as thoſe at 
E and H, @c. in the former Plan. 
Tux Center of the Circles, at E and F, I procured to be opened, and in both of 
them were found ſeveral decay d human Bones; in F particular the broken Parts of 
two or three different Urns were taken up made of a ſort of baked Clay, one of 
which was filled with burnt Bones and Pieces of Charcole, but the reſt were almoſt 


* Mr. Reland's Mona Antiqua Reſtau. 
\ Lucan's Deſcription of one of theſe ſacred Groves gives us a "op Idea of their awſul Solitude. 


Nor far away for Ages paſ had ſlood If Myſteries in Times of old receitv'd, 
An old inviolated ſacred Wood : And pious Ancientry be yet believ'd, 
. hoſe gloomy Bougbs, thic & interwoven, 8 There, nor the feather d Songſter builds her Neft,. 
A chilly, chearl:ſs, ewerlaſting Shade: N.r lonely. Dens conceal the ſavage Beaſt ; 
There, nor the ruſtic Gods, nor Satyrs ſport, There, no tempeſtuous Winds preſume to fly, 
Nor Fawns and Sytvans with the Nymphs reſort: Ex'x Light'niags glance aloof, and ſhoot obliquely By. 


But barb'rous Fragt. ſome dreadful Powr adore, 

Ard luſtrate ev'ry Tree with human Gore, 

+ Joſhua viii. 28. | | 

| Lucan plainly alludes to rude Pillars like theſe in the following Lines, but ſeems to intimate as much as 
4 were oddly pictured, after the Manner of Pagods. 


Old Images of Forms miſ.ſbapen fland, 

Rude and unknowing of the Artiſt's Hand; 

With hoary filth begrim'd, each ghaſily Head 
Strikes the aſtoniſb d Gazer's Soul with Dread. 

No Gods, awho long in common Shapes appear d, 

Were b er with ſuch religious Ave rever'd : 

But zealous Crowds in Ignorance adore, 


And fill the leſs they know, they fear the mart. 15 
| quite 


5 
_ 5 — 9 . HY — — = — : - = - 2 * * — — P —————ů—ů— —ł—ꝛł¼ iQ — , 
—— — 2 F » * -_ ; . : . WE A 8 > — - — as — — ——— — —— 
mt II. + * — * * FY 3 — — : 4 oe HE” I a I, — «4 . — ne” de es —— A —ᷣ— ee — . ne — . —— — 2 Sr A DT ca es bs 2 
—— — mg = — 2 — ” - 7 — x - _ « . — - A — ne — — — pong — — — — IR —— — 
3 yy Oat FR, et HS au RIBS: © < », — . . I TH FO ——ů— < en — =x — . on et 22 — — S I et ry —ꝓ 
* — 1 E c 1 TD . - — = 2 Y —— —— Sl bn , 
7 . Yy 1 : — 8 — — _— — — — — 
= N 5 - g —— 1 e ä — — — 
— Oe — —_ — — — 4 — —— — — ö _— —ͤ— ng . — Aj N S . a r 5 2. RK 
; 
* 
- 
* 
= 
. 
: 
* 
* 
. 
0 
, 
2 5 5 
. 
. 
Ay 1 
. 1 
' $ , 
} 


„ M e [41-9 
OTC iet, i 4 
PONTA TR 18 ſt! ö 0 
» * 1 N \ 
[ i' 7 1 1 {1s 14 i Y | 
WILA NM 49 80k 4 | j ) ! 
: 


—. 


een 
| W it k 
N e 50 N 


„0% H | 5 
J 
} 


— 


<< 
— 
— 


. | ö n N WW 


* 0 
Mi 
\ 0070 
> 6 a Ne 
PNAS. VF 


"RO ad o Pundalk. 
X 


Fe $4.) \ 
} r 
[FE] a + 1 
5 W. A I * 5 ** 
* 2 » &* & 1 * 4 \ 
» ® \ 4 
2 . Y 


8 
% \ * 
% Z k - 
DIY) 
\\ * N 
' * 
4 * A Y. 
% 
* 0 
\ * \ 4 * 
% % 
* 
o 
* 
e \ \ 
\ LAY 
. \ \ 
* 
. \ \ 
y \ 
\ * 4 
* % 
\ 
\ 8 * 
\% 
hy * 
A \ N 
4 
% \ \ * N 
* 
* 
* 5 
< « 
* 
* 
- 
* \ 
\ 
* 
% 
\ FA 
4 
of © * \ 
\ 
\ 
* \ \ 
: \ \ \ 
>. 
: 
x \'\ 0 
d % 
\ * 
\ A * 
N 2 
* . \ 4 \ 
1 1 
i) 
* 
1 
i 
\ 
* 
* 
4 
A 
#1 
| 
1 
— 
| | | 
. . 
; 
2 — ' 
. 
- 
x 
ba * * 
A a 5 1 a _ I . 
ws 2 1 1, 2 be YEP 888 FCC GIL. n 2 
OP " 2 RAT 1 ” ws as DE W al Benet * ag * * A FRY 5 FR Ty e WEE TN 8 FE Wo 8 FO, 


* 


* 12. 
> i 
ka An ax; nr 
m = | - 
- . 
ER 
_— — RO . 
3 . 
* 


* — 
; wt - | 
— — * 
TEE . 
. As 
"x 2 
N 


— — — 
— 2 | — — — — — — — — — — — — 
- - \ — — — - - > _ — — — — —— — - - — — — — bag 
” * * — - — — — — — = — — > _ * 2 . — 
ß ð: 0 oO I ES CN CE —— 2 — — — — — : ” — - . — — — = 4 « & — _ 1 2 E E —— — — — — 


423 ab. WOK 2 > — — — — ———————— — — LIT O4n' b . — — 2 — 3 — — — — 


— : — - - Y br So. =P: ies — 1 R ” x — — — — — . ⅛ͤ—ůu— —˙ʃͤ Q 
— — - = = e . Z7 K. ne EY v ̃ ĩ 6—ew: . —. —T— . T2 7 ms — — oo ee 
3 & 2 8 2 = ne : : C—_— reer — —_ — x 4 : — — — - < . 
- — > 3 a i 2 , - — 8 : - 8 — - A 2. - [ : - : E — 4 — — — — —̃7⏑— 
” - - _— . — - oh — — hs ” * — * 2 — 1 —— 7 - . N E . - —— — — 
—— — — * < — — — cre —— w——<t or aries — — 2 — ” — — —— - a * —_—_ — . * — OE : ©. * p — 6363— — — — — — — — — — At " *. . — 


> ; S l CCC 
FOR 6 , - ln * 2 1 8 8 7 N 8 3 8 5 3 1 TE 
4 — 
= 
* 
+ 
* 
a 
Ly 
* 
1 .* 
1 * % 
2 
5 2 
— | , 
* 770 170710 i 4 7 
— „* | 1 * — ty "y * 4 LH — 
' 5. 0 \N\\ * Al NA. * — 
= y he. | * k IN) \ NG. 7726 28 
n | Me eee 3 3 
NN 8 ; I CO RATS 772 . 
8 N 77 5 ö I» IC | \ WW WING VV DOA WW 1% Lt; 7 
„ W PR l f 
. 12 * , N * — renner * 5 
a .. ö 3 eee, SOR 2 — Doane 
7 N NIC 5 - enen 
- W l 
; \ dy 1,00 
- \ ' 4 — — 0 1 : 
— - _ , nh, PR * 4 TN 
$7 -_ 5 5 Fe vw — by \ * 
. 0 > I WS 
: * ; — WMS : U Wy 
; 42 
4 F — 8 
F * 
/ | 9 a 
/ 
= 
a» > 13 838 
* 
1 - 
%. - * 
x * 
dy \ 
* 4 % — 
* * \ 
— | \ 
* 
* \ pe 
* \ 1 
\ * 
' * 
* 
| K 
. : ast 
» . 7 
- 1 
* * 
l 
3 
U 
1 
: 
| 
i 
EL £4 ix OS © 
Wide 0 my 5 
» — 
* , 4” of © 4 
HA , . 32237; 2 
| a; 7 Fg - 
* SL Mt 
* 
: .* 
| * 
it — — \ 
* 
# 
- * 0 
— 3 EI — "WEIS — DEAE IS © REEL on — _ —— — — — — - — — a 8 : 
— — — - — * — = . „ ͤ ˙O:A rn 
* — E 2 = . - — — TS — — — 
> Y ZH eee YG 
— — 


in the County of Lo vv u. © 


quite decay'd and turn'd to a black grey Subſtance, The Cells of three of thoſe 
Urns were very viſible, placed in a triangular Form, diſtant about 18 Inches, and 
near two Foot below the Surface of the Earth, all ſeparately incloſed with flat 
Stones ſet edge-ways about a Baſe one, and covered with one at Top. X repre- 
ſents a part of the one which appear'd to be whole, yet afterwards fell to pieces, 
before it could be removed: Geometrically compleating the Segment, I found it to 
be about ſix Inches Diameter at the Top, but what the Bottom of it was, I could 
not get enough of it to determine. 


THis then was certainly a Burying-Place, as alſo was the other Circle adjoining 


to it, but whether for Children or adult Perſons I ſhall not take upon me to affirm. 


G and A appearing to have been opened, I made very little Search into them 
but I can't help being of Opinion, that much more may be diſcovered from a 
deeper Enquiry both here and at the Temple of Ballrichan. . 

Two ſuch Circles of Stones, as here deſcribed, not long ſince was by Accident 
laid open upon Mr. Knox's Eſtate near Dungannon, in the County of Tyrone, and three 
ſuch Urns were diſcovered ſet round with Stones in the ſame Manner as theſe were, 
but the Urns were broke by the Perſon who was digging for the Stones to build 
a Houſe with “. 
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| PLATE III 


HIS Plate repreſents the ruinous Remains of a Temple or Theatre on the 
Planes of Ballynahatne, near Dundalk ; tis encloſed on one Side with a Ram- 

part and Ditch, and ſeems to have been a very great Work, of the ſame Kind with 
that at Stone Henge in England, being open to the Eaſt, and compoſed of like Circles 
of Stones within, But it appears to be much older, many of the Stones being 
broke, and others remov'd: The Number of large ones in the outward Circle, I 
judge to have been originally ten, anſwering to the Number of Generations from 
Adam to Noah. And here probably was the firſt Settlement of a part of the Weſtern 


Heneti, for as Ball, in the Iriſh Tongue, ſignifies Dwelling, there is no great Al- 


teration in the Sound betwixt Ballynahatne and Ballynheneti, but this is a Point ra- 
ther to be hinted at than inſiſted upon, and fo I ſhall leave it to abler Judges, and 
proceed to Conjectures better grounded concerning the Intent and Uſe of it. 

Taz Patriarchs we are aſſured not only had their Forums, or Places of Judica- 
ture, but alſo their Fanums, or Places of religious Worſhip. F or we read, that all 


— 8 Natural Hiſtory of Ireland, p. 184. 
B . 
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10 Obſervations on the Antiquities and Curioſities 


Iſrael were frequently called to convene at Miſpab, and alſo at Bethel and Gilgat 
where Samuel went alſo from Year to Year, and judged Mrael, Sam. vii. 16. * Julius 


Cæſar alſo affirms the like Practice amongſt the Druids of Galli ; where, he ſays, they 
met together in a certain conſecrated Place every Year, and judged all the People. 

+ Epiphanius who was born and lived in Jerry, gives us quite a parallel Deſcrip- 
tion of one of theſe Cirques, in his Tract againſt the Meſſilian Hereticks, where he 
ſays, We have at Sichem an antient Proſeucha in the open Air, rais'd up like a 
Cirque or Theatre by the Samaritans, in Imitation of the Jews; ſuch alſo was the 
Brien Guyn, or {upreme r in the Iſle of Angle eſey, deſcribed by 
Mr, Rowland. 


PPP 
PLATE IV. 


Of the Kern, or Carn «por Carrick Braud ||. 


\ HE Kerns or Carnedde, from the Hebrew, Keren Nedb, a Copped Heap, as 


Mr. Rowland derives it, are very common upon the Tops almoſt of every 
Mountain; and notwithſtanding the Practice of the Druids, many of them here 
are attributed to old ib Catholicks, who, upon particular Days of the Vear, carry 
Stones by way of Penance to the Top of ſome very high Hill. On the Top of 


Shave Donate, one of the higheſt Mountains of Maarn, are two of theſe Kerns ama- 


zingly large; in one of them there are Apartments contrived for the Prieſts to ſay Maſs 
in. Another of theſe vaſt Heaps, 300 Feet in Circumference, is to be ſeen upon the 
Top of Slavgullion ; this has a Cave or Cell in the Middle of it, like thoſe dedicated 
to the Daniſh Gods, and moſt probably the Temple of Thor. 

Jacob and Laban's Contract, Gen. xxxi. 46, 51, 52, 53. is an inſtance of ſuch 
Heaps made uſe of upon other Occaſions, which makes it very difficult and hardly 
poſſible now to determine from what Rights or Cuſtoms their firſt Formation came. 
The Carnedde, repreſented in this Plate, is one of the Broadeſt I have ever ſeen, 
taking up in Circumference at leaſt 360 Feet ; in the Middle of it there is a regular 
Order of flat Stones in the Form of a Stone Coffin or Kiftvaen, ſuch as deſcribed 
near Abury in England, about five Feet long, and two and an half broad, which 
gives this the Air of a Funeral Pile or Monument of the Dead. 


Ii certo anni tempore conſidunt in loco conſecrato ; huc omnes undique qui eontroverſias habent, conveni- 
unt; eorumque judiciis decretiſque parent. 

+ Eſt et ſicimis quæ hodie Neapolis dicitur, proſeuchæ locus, extra urbem, Theatro ſimilis, ſecundo ab urbe 
lapide poſitus, quem ita aperto cœlo, et area ſubdiati ett uxerunt Samaritæ Judzorum in omnibus imitatores. 

| See the View A, and Ichnography B. 
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Many ſuch Kiftoams, as Dr. Stukely calls them, as alſo vaſt Stone * Pillars are 
very frequently found in this Part of Treland, ſuch as we read of in Scripture, and | 
which after became the Objects of idolatrous Worſhip amongſt the antient eus, | 
2 Kings Xvil. 10. 

+ Matzebah, Mr. Rewland will have a Pillar unhewn, and not an Image. See 
his Mona Antiqua, &c, Of this ſort ſeveral are to be ſeen ſtanding upon the Plains 
near Dundalk, ſome of which ſo high as a tall Man on Horſeback can hardly 
reach the Top of. But what excites our Wonder moſt is, a Stone of enormous 


Size incumbent upon three others yet ſtanding near Ballymaſcandlan, about two 
Miles om Dunaalk, | 
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HI S maſſy Stone meaſuring 12 Feet one way and 6 another, which muſt from 

the ſpecifick Gravity of like Solids, weigh betwixt 30 and 40 Ton- weight; by 

the Inhabitants of the Country is called he Giants Load, and the Native Iriſb tell a it 
ſtrange Story about it, relating how the whole was brought all at once from the 41 
neighbouring Mountains, by a Giant called Parrah bough M/hagjean, and who they 3 
lay was buried near this Place. The Grave or Cell of Stone-work they ſhew for it Þ 
is about 20 Feet long and 5 Broad, and ſeveral Bones of a monſtrous Size they = 
affirm to have been dug up here. But to quit this idle and fabulous Story, and to = 
draw nearer to the real Truth, I muſt inform my Reader, that there are many ſuch 1 
to be found ſtill ſtanding in this Country, and alſo in many parts of England, Ui 
where PARRAH BOUG MfSHAGJEAN never came, unleſs by the miraculous Cauſe- ih 
way of his Brethren in the North; one more I ſaw myſelf upon the Eſtate of Lord 
Blundal near the Caſtle of Dundrum, and another I am informed is to be ſeen in = 
the Mountains of Moarn. Several ſuch are faid to be in the Ifle of Angleſey, called | i 
there Cromlecbs, or vulgarly Arthur's Quoits. | 
Mr. Rowland derives the Name Cromlech from the Hebrew, Cerem-lech, or 
Cærem- luach, a devoted Stone, which he would alſo have to ſignify an Altar, and 
will by no Means allow them to be any Thing elſe; but I apprehend from what 
follows it will manifeſtly appear that they were all erected over Graves, and are no 


* We read of heap'd Altars of Stone, and Pillars of Covenant or Termini in many Parts of Scripture, particularly 
in the following Places, viz. Fo/ua viii. 31. Deut. xvii. 7. Hoſea xii. 11 to which, as being common with every 
Bedy, I refer my Reader, without uy farther Citation, where perhaps he may form a better Judgment of the 

Things here mentioned. 

+ Sacra Jovi quercus 
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other than Tomb-ſtones, or ſepulchral Monuments raiſed to the Memory of the 
moſt eminent Men of thoſe Times. I could never bring myſelf to believe from their 
vaſt Heights and Unevenneſs at Top, that they could be defigned purpoſely for 
Altars, and eſpecially as they ſeemed to be placed upon ſo precarious a Foundation. 
Having but three Supports, if any one of them ſhould be diſturbed the incum- 
bent Load muſt inevitably fall, and cruſh every Thing in its Way, which a fourth 
would haye prevented from any ſuch Accident, and have rendered the whole to- 

gether much more permanent and laſting. | 

BuT when looked upon as a burying Place, the Reaſon of ſo light a Prop 
and Bearings are obvious, fince it can't fail of deterring People. from digging near 
it, and by this Means preſerve the Bones and Aſhes of the Dead undiſturbed. 
Seeking for an Opportunity to ſatisfy my Curioſity in this Point, which here would 
have been too dangerous an Experiment, I chanced one Day to meet with a fallen 
one upon Lord Limericks Ground, about two Miles from this, by the Side of a 
River, exactly between the two Druid's Groves before deſcrib'd. Two of the Sup- 
ports were quite broke down with the Fall of the incumbent Load ; the other was 
left ſtanding. This his Lordſhip immediately order'd to be carefully dug into, and in 
the Middle about two feet deep, covered and inclos'd within broad flat Stones, great 
Part of the Skeleton of a haman Figure was found all crouded together within a Bed 
of black greaſy Earth, as if originally inclos'd within an Urn, now quite decay'd' 
and rotten. Mixed with the Bones were found ſome Pieces of Clay about the 
Thickneſs of my little Finger, quite ſolid and round as if Part of a Rod broke to 
Pieces, which if really fo, probably may have been an Inſignia of the high Office of 
the Perſon here interred. The Original perhaps of a like Ceremony practis d upon 
the ſame Occaſion now with us. 

Avery few more of theſe Diſcoveries would make this clear, and prove be- 
yond a Doubt that theſe Cromleches are no other than Monuments of the Dead. 
Since my Return from Ireland, I received this farther Account from a Friend upon the 
-k to the great Cromleche at 
« Ballrichan where you found the human Bones, the Country People had ſunk 


% above a Yard deeper in queſt I believe of Treaſure, and we found them till at 


« Work, they had got under and were trying to pull up the large ſquare Stone, 
« which ſtood on one Edge; they came to another flat Stone, under which they 
« found many large Bones; but we do not yet know whether they be Human, they 
e raiſed allo many regular Stones of a conſiderable Length, and the whole Place 
« ſeems to have been built up regularly as well to ſtrengthen the three great Props 
« as to contain a proper Repoſitory for Bones, or whatever was to be laid 


. there 


PLATE 


_ — — — — * — — — Ss - — Rr r————— ̃ ————ů— — —— — 
2 — - — — — — — — . ” pe — a — — — 8 — LE 
<<. — < _ hu - 0 . , — . OO WORE - - — —ö ! AS — — — — === — — — —— == — — 
— . 4 2 rr. ———ů—————ĩ —¼0 — —— * * 2 . 
= — chk, 624 % 22 > —_—} FSI. 5 4 3 4 I IVE IT — rr — n — N= — — — . = — — 
— 2 e a RES 2 5 + — . TD — — we ger - _ * 5 1 - . * S — 82 
2 7 8 — 2 — — 25 7 7 == wg — 


M3 


8 


- Ke 
WE 


* ; 
4 
8 * 
* 
Ph £ 
RI 
N 
„ Þ, 
1 (WILL N 
9 » 
LAB NY Ne 
Y *t\ 37 . 
+ Mtn I f | 
y 7 * N * 5 
Nd. 898 
r 
0 N I. Wei o 3 
n IF 
VR Y N. 
4 V J 
N g 
A 
* 
, A 0 
C2 
> I | 
,/ Az 
M I. 
. ** 111 5 > 
$4 {> ' 4 
i Weine 5 
— 
, 
1 
4 A de, 
* 
( | . 
8 * 
* 0 1 ** (\ INIT - 
108 % of 4 * 9 
* 1. 77 
— 9 + 0 
113 ! LM ; 
S RIS 9 
yy <1 17 . ST N 
99 \ 7 Ne. 
„ — 48. d 
> 1 : ? 7 \ 
(* 4 7 "A * 
{ Wy =L 
= 
D 
= 
= 
= 
= 
9 — 
= 
a3 
IT 
=D 
=J 
_ 
— 
@ 
. * - 
* 
. — —-— — —— — — — ——ͤ ————————ů —t —— = : 
— — EE | 2 ˙ ü 2 


_ 


. — 
A % 


- Ra — * : a — 5 ; | | | 
| | | : EEE Pty —— — — — — — — — — — —— - - = . ” — < - — PI 
——= E - — — — —— —— — * — —U—[ñ — — — r —— — — —— — — — — — — —— — _—=— 
9 — _ — — — — 5 | | | 
5 Cx r — — 2 22 2 — — * = Rt ———— — = Codged . —ꝛ ——— — Mu * * * | * hs | ; | 
—_— — — — — - — Sw > - le. — - - . — — Y : ACCESS * — — — —— — * 8 | f | : "IM "7 | 
| : > — - — : — 
» 
% 
. 
” 
. 
- 
** 
5 
o 
* 
* 
— 
* 
- 
> 
* 
* 
\ 
. 
— 
. 
* 
- 
* 
* 
- 
* 
5 
* 
. 
. 
* 
* 
* 
* 
0 
/ 
F, 
* 
7 


WIS. 
wy ny" * 


GGG 
r ö 


8 


Wh, 10 160 


N | %% 
ö h BN UA APL Wit 
00 ů ee, 


\ 1 
A 


D N \ \ \ ( { j / 
11 Poul % %%% ca rege 
NIN. kn NOOR, | e 0 1 166% | 
CIO Yd WI N © Ni PAI 17 4660 fl Wa. 
* \ W dee 0 W Wi, N 'f, \ Won 77 A, Fe me! ö ö ary 
N 7 4 


AT \ 


>_<) 
DS 
— 
— — 


le 


1 \ 1 f un , 
f 70 
| 77 7777 
j 4 G 0 A FS) 
\ ) / Y 

| 
5 
U 


1 


/ 
775165 
770 


0 00 
«þ oe ( F 
292 0 LIEN Al 
0% 


U bn N 
* ' \ * 
n 


N N N 0 i 
| N 8 0 


N 
N DJ "JI 
JD 
JG 


8 
IO 


— 2 


— 


— 


ee 3756 
% eee 
Fe Wh 64%, 


D—-—— WV 
=>: 
> 2 


hed 


U 
5 


—— 
— 


* | 1 nf q 
4 65 1 4 %. 


0 - 


mn 


4 


f by 
| mit f 


U 5 
\ 7% 


\ / 


\ 


ö 


} 


/ tc, : 1 ' ry) { 
7771 { / 7 104 RY 0 til 
$44 . l 10% \ diſh. ' \'n } 
/ ſ / 5 56 TA ; (i oh Je ON 10 
Wee 


; Fi/ 7» ; N / 7 (Fs ti, Fa 7 
„ l ee. 
„% e,, 
| Tm 77 Ah Al WH ; 7A 275 
\ 7 7 7 / 7 1 
Wi 1 bi 5 1 ; e, 
wil WTR N 70 55 
0 ut : 4 37 5 a Y þ | 5 1, 1 7 
4 „ %%% %%% 140 Va VE TRAY W/W; . 
Wee 16 % e e eee, 
U 


996% } 0 


0 570 


F 8 0 %%%; 0 | / 
WN \ IL | | 1414 F 1%, W. 5 h 7516580 „. WP 
N \ W \ 174 AT / Wl { 11 [ 6 þ „05 | Mus, 5 0 WAL 16777 he WH rl V4: / EPA ; 45 
DWJ AN WW l Ul Wl WAVY 7 e 000 NN ee MT OL 
D N N IN WAN I f "Wil 0 WHIT 4 6 7 Ml 75 10 "mn 7 (hy "Fi W AM , 2 
H W \ Nn * neh 1 ,%,⁰ö5 e WK \ | k / / 7 5 5 
== OL łPl“Ũ A I, 
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in the County of Louth, 13 
P DATE VI. d VI. 
Plan and View of Killing-Hill. 
IL LING-Hill is called, by the common Tri/þ, an Rei and they have 
many ſtrange Traditions relating to it, but from the Judgment I have been 


able to form of it, as it now remains it has all the Marks of a Daniſh Temple; the 
Circle of Stone rais'd at A and B inclines me to believe it may have too been 


occupied by the Druids, ſince ſuch ſeem to have been common to both. But the 


Name rather ſpeaks for the former as ſignifying Slaughter, which the latter rarely 
practis'd but with Criminals, and thoſe they burnt upon their Carneds. The Altar 


or Cell for Sacrifice upon the Summit of this Hill at C, from what remains of it 
appears to have been ſurrounded by a Circle of pyramidical Stones, and muſt have 


been very magnificent, as they Approach to it from the South alſo vaſtly awful, eſpe- 
cially when we conſider the whole ſurrounded by a fine lofty Wood of Oaks. The 
Hill itſelf rather riſes from a low Situation, which makes it appear beſt at a proper 
Diſtance, and ſeems as quite ſuited for a noble Point or View over all the Plains of 
Dundalk. | 

Tu rude Carvings upon the pyramidical Stones, which form the Cell are 
ſach as I obſerved in the Cave at Grange upon the Stones of that Cell which is ſup- 
poſed to have belonged to Oden, which makes me imagine that this Hill might 
fome Time have been devoted to that Idol of the Danes, but as the Druids made 
uſe of Circles of Stone as well as the Danes, it is not eaſy now to determine 


what really belongs to the latter, and what juſtly to the former ;. one thing, it will 


not be amiſs in this place to recommend to the Conſideration of more able Antiqua- 
rians, and which I could not help taking particular Notice of. 

Uryon the principal Stones that form the Altar * and Cell of this Temple, re- 
preſented at A, as alſo upon thoſe that form the Cell of Oden (as it is imagined). In 
the Cave at Grange I obſerved a rude Sort of Carving in the Form of a Spiral or 
Volute as repreſented at B, which may with equal Propriety ſignify (having ſuffered 
much by Time) either a Ram's Horn, a Navel or a Rotundant Snake.. 

Quintus Curtius, in his Hiſtory of Alexander the Great, tells us, that when 


that Conqueror viſited the Temple of Jupiter Ammon, all that then repreſented 


the God, was but a rude Stone, with a Figure like this, which he calls a Navel 
deſcribed upon it. This then and no other was the only Symbol at that Time 
whereby the Lybian Prieſts ſignified the prime Deity of Nature, now ſince we find. 
the ſame ſymbolical Characters upon the Altars, and in the Temples of the old "oo 


This Dr. Stukely calls a Kiſt Yarn, and ſeems inclined t to believe it a burying Place. 
Pagan 
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Pagan Prieſts, may we not with great Force of Reaſon ſuppoſe, that as their Sym- 
bols of the divine Being were alike, their Doctrine too might be the ſame, and both 
derived from one and the ſame idolatrous Fountain. 

Dx. Stukely fays, in his Work of Abury, that his Friend Dr. Pococł obſerved | 
when in Tre/and a wonderful Conformity in many Inſtances betwix the preſent Ii 
and the Egyptians, if this be true, and I know no Reaſon to doubt of it, ſurely we 
may give great Credit to the Story of Hercules * Ogmius, mentioned by Mr. Toland 
which the firſt of theſe learned Gentlemen has endeavoured to prove brought the 
Druids firſt into Britain, and that the ancient 1r: was alſo a Phenician Colony, and 
Part of the ſame Race of Men. 

In the next Place if we conſider how eaſy | it 1s to miſtake this Figure of a Navel 
for that of a Cornutus or Ram's Horn, and at the ſame Time how very little Difference 
there ſeems to be in the Sound between the Hebrew Word Ammod (a Stone Pil- 
lar) and that of the Greek Ammon (or ſandy,) I can't ſee why we may not be 
lead to believe that the forementioned Temple of the Libian Jupiter, might not 
as well, and perhaps more properly have taken its Name originally from Jupiter 
Ammod as from Jupiter Ammon, ſinoe we are well aſſured from many + Writers 
that the firſt Jupiter was worſhipped in that more ſimple Form ||. The Corruption 
of the Senſe of the Words are ſo very natural, I think we need only ſet aſide the idle 
Fable of the Poet, upon this Subject, and it will appear probable at leaſt that the latter 
God took Poſſeſſion of the Place, with the firſt Change of Language there: And per- 
haps as a Compliment to Alexander his ſuppoſed Son, from the Affinity the Hiero- 
glyphick had to a Snake, the boaſted Paramour of Olympia. 

How well this Sert of Adoration and Hill-worſhip was receiv'd thro' all the early 
Ages the conſtant Practice of all the chief Nations of the known World, is a ſuffi- 
cient Witneſs. | | 


The Jews had their Sion; 

The Phrygians and Cretians, their Ida, ; 
The Greeks their Parnaſſus ; 

And the Britons, their Eyryri. 


We read that Lucian ſaw a Picture of this Hercules Ogmius in Gaul, which was explained to him by a Druid, 
2nd is deſcribed by him in Hercule Gallico as clad in a Lion's Skin, with a Club in his right Hand, a bent Bow in 
his Left, and a Quiver of Arrows hanging over his Shoulder; his Form was that of an eld Man, bald before and 
wrinkled, in Colour like a ſun-burnt Sailor ; a Multitude of People were repreſented as drawn or led by him in 
golden Chains fixed to their Ears and centering in his Tongue, the Meaning of which the Druid told Lucian 
was, that Ogmius accompliſhed all his Undertakings by the Force of kis Eloquence, and reduced the People of the 
weſtern World, from rude Barbarity to a State of SEP See Mr. Toland's Hiſtory of the Druids and Dr. 
Stukely's Abury, P. 73. 

+ Some ſay from the Stone preſented to Saturn by his Wife Ops. 

I Latinæ Feriæ juramentum per Jovem Lapidem Omnium ſanctiſſimum. Cic. xvii. Ep. 12. 
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in the County of Lo v n, 15 


We have many fine Inſtances of the Veneration the Myaelites had for their 
holy Hill, as the P/a/m/t calls it, and the great Truſt they put in the Divine Preſence 
which they ſuppoſed to preſide there; ſee Fſalm li. 6. Ut. 4. xv. ix. 11. xl. 65, &c. 
but chiefly that moſt Divine one, Domine quis habitabit, which as a Sort of religious 
Creed, and the 9 of Virtue, cannot be too often repeated. 


Lord who ſhall Dwell in thy Tabernacle; 
Or, who ſhall reſt upon thy Holy Hill ? 
Even He that leadeth an uncorrupt Life; 

And doth the Thing which is right; 
And ſpeaketh the Truth from his Heart, &c. 


Tur the [ons and Phrygians, were wont to offer Sacrifice upon Mount Ia; 
and upon other high Places near Troy, is highly probable from a Paſſage in 
Homer, where that great Poet makes Jupiter himſelf bewail the unhappy Fate ct. 
Hector: 

Unworthy Sight ! the Man belov'd of Heav ; Wop 

Behold, inglorious round yon City driv'n ] 

My heart partakes the gen rous Hector's Pain; 

Hector, whoſe Zeal whole Hecatombs has ſlain, 
Whoſe grateful Fumes, the Gods receiv'd with Joy. 

From Ida's Summits, and the Tow'rs of Troy. 

Popx's Iliad. B. 22. 


THAT. Parnaſſus was reverenc'd by the Greeks, Epreſume none will doubt of, and: 
how far the Britons regarded their Eyryri, or Mountain of Snow, the Reader may 
learn from an old Britiſb Invocation in Mr. Rolands Mona Antiqua Ręſtaurata, 
to which J refer him. 

NrAx this fine Hill, about a Quarter of a Mile Weſt, ſtands the Faghs na ain 
eighe, or the one Night's Work, of which Plate VIII. is the. Profile View, and 
Plate IX. the Plan.. 

THis moſt uncommon of all Buildings I ever ſaw, repreſents. at a Diſtance the 
Ruins of an old Caſtle, and one Way the Stump of a Daniſb Tower. 

TH. real Shape of it reſembles moſt the Hulk of an antique Ship, the Walls of it are 
near ſeven Foot thick, and it is placed upon a Mount cut (as repreſented by the Schemes) 
into Slopes and Terraſes, it looks as if originally there had been no Way into it, and 
the Hill has the Appearance of being all artificial: "Tis undoubtedly very old, and 
all I could learn about it is, that it is ſuppos'd to have been cais'd by Magick all in: 
one Night, ſtill retaining the Name of * na ain eigbe. 


TRE 


16 O8/ervations on the Antiquities and Curioſities 

Tur moſt reaſonable Conjecture we can now form about it is, that it may pro- 
bably be the Tomb, or Monument af ſome famous Admiral, or notorious Pyrate, 
ſuch formerly the Weſtern Seas being much infeſted with before the Conqueſt of 
the Iſland ; or, if we venture further, perhaps it may have been built in Memory 
of the firſt Ship that ſafely landed in this Kingdom, as ſuch muſt of Neceflity have 
born the firſt Planters of this Nation ; and ſuch Sort of wandering Argonauts we may 
well ſuppoſe the Heneti or Sons of Japbet, by whom we are well aſſured Britain 
at leaſt was firſt peopled ſoon after the Flood; but be this as far from Truth as it will, 
the Natives themſelves have a Tradition much more extravagant, and yet ſup- 
ported by many old Legends and romantic Stories in their Chronicles of a Niece 
of Noah himſelf landing in this Iſland. But this Account is much more eaſy to 
contradict than to offer any thing in Defence of, ſince all our authentic Know- 
ledge of thoſe early times is confined within the narrow Compaſs of a few general 
Words in Scripture. 

One thing indeed, and which may be of ſome Weight, the publick Records of this 
Country, make certain, and that is, the oldeſt Name of the County of Louth was 
Uriel, and as we read of a Son of Neah called Urinen; probably the primi- 
tive Name of the Country may have come from the ſame Urinen, its prime 
Planter. 

But here I leave this Point to better Antiquaries and proceed to Plate X. 
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HIS large and very odd Cave was found by Accident in a Corn Field, adjacent 
| to, and very near the Banks of the River of Ballrichan, the Farmer plow- 
ing the Field, one of his Horſes happen'd on a ſudden to fink in at B, and in 
digging him out again they found the Gallery C, and in it ſome Bones of large 
and ſmall Animals; at D they came to a little Opening, of about two Feet wide, 
and four Feet and an half high, leading into the long narrow Paſſage E; at the End 
of which they came to a conceal'd Stage or Gallery F, to this alben ding thro' a trap 
Door, at G, at Length coming to H, they found another ſecret Deſcent, down to 
the Gallery I, which was ſomething higher than that of the Paſſage E, but lower 
than that of C, which appears to have been the Chief one; the right Entrance 
ſeems to have been, by a gentle Deſcent and a few Steps, at A, tho' now quite 
ſtopt up, the Sides and Top of all this Cave is built up of Flag-Stones ; what the 
Uſe and Deſign of it was, I have not been able to learn, but if we may venture to 
gueſs ; it ſeems not unlikely to have been originally intended for a Sort of Granary 
to- conceal Corn, and perhaps other Effects of Value from mountain Robbers, and 
the 
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their alanderive Neighbours, ſince it is but too well known that the Inhabitants of 
the Pale, and the Native 1r//þ were frequently and long at War with one ano- 
ther: All this Part of Ireland abounds with ſuch Caves, not only under Mounts, 


Forts and Caſtles, but under unſuſpected plain Fields, ſome winding into little . 


Hills and Riſings like a Volute or Rams-Horn; others running zig zag, like a Ser- 
pent; others again right forward, connecting Cell with Cell. The common 7r:/þ tel! 
you, they are all ſculking Holes of the Danes after they had loſt their Superiority in 
that Iſland : Such may we not imagine that of Makkedab, Joſhua x. 16. 17. which 
remarkable Inſtance makes this not improbable. Others there are who confidently 
affirm, that this County was once infeſted with a Race of * Giants, and that theſe 
were the Burrows of the common Men, 


ECC 
PLATE XI, XII, and XIII. 
Fe. Boyn's Croſs. 


T HIS isa very old and cartons Croſs, about 18 Feet high, on all Sides full 


of Sculpture; tis ſaid to be all of one Stone, ſent from Rome, and erected by 


Order of the Pope: on the Center of the Croſs, on one Side (Plate XI) is a Fi igure 
repreſenting Chriſt, and oppoſite on the other (Plate XII) St. Patrick, on this Side 
at the Bottom are the Figures of Adam and Eve, &c. and oppoſite on the other that 
of St. Boyn; the whole ſeems to be a Sort of Hiſtory from the Creation; but as the 
Figures are moſt of them very old, imperfect, and not eaſy to be made out, I ſhall not 


here undertake a full Deſcription of them: I ſhall only obſerve, that under the Feet of 


St. Patrick, an Angel is repreſented with a Pair of Scales, as weighing Virtue and 
Vice, where the former is ſuppoſed to be predominant, and over the Head of Chriſt 
he is again repreſented between the Apoſtles as riſen from the Dead. A, Plate XIII, 
ſhews an Inſcription which is at the Foot of the Croſs in 77s Characters at large. 
B, repreſents an Hand holding a Cake, (probably the H, as it is carv'd under the 
Right Arm of the Croſs at D. 

C, E, and F, repreſent the Faces and Reverſes of three Pieces of ſilver Coin 
found with many more of the ſame Sort, with ſome ſilver Wedges, ſuch as G, 
near this Croſs as a Man was digging a Grave for his Wife. 


* Spenſer hints at this Story, but regards it only as a Fable; where he ſays, Nemedus and his Sons coming out 
of Scythia, peopled Ireland, and inhabited with his Sons 250 Years, until he was overcome of the Giants Dwell- 
ing then in Jre/and, and at laſt quite baniſh'd and routed out by them. 
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18 Obſervations on the Antiquities and Curioſities 
PLATE XIV. 


Epreſents an old Dani/h Tower in the ſame Church-yard, which is 110 Feet 
high, beautifully diminiſhing like the Tuſcan Pillar from a Baſe of 18 Feet. 
To the Door X, and into it is by Steps on the Outſide marked 1, 2, 3, Ce, and the 
Plan of it is ſhewn at A, Plate XVI. B, in the ſaid Plate, ſhews the Foundation 


of another of theſe Towers, as now ſtanding at Drumiſein, and repreſented in 


Plate XV, being alſo continued proportionably to the ſuppos'd original Height, 
which from the vaſt Breadth of its Foundation 1s judged to have been one of the 
higheſt in Ireland, and not leſs than 130 feet. This is is now made uſe of as a Bell- 


fry, and ſtands diſtant from the Church about 30 Yards. What the firſt Deſign of 


theſe lofty Towers were it has not yet been agreed on, ſome will have them to have 
been Watch-Tewers or Beacons ; but this, their low Situation ſeemed rather to argue 


againſt. Others are of Opinion, that they are purgatorial Pillars, in which the Pe- 


nitent was elevated according to his Crime (by a Ladder) to faſt and pray, and ſo to 


purge away his Sins, Laſtly, as they are generally found near Churches, they are 
imagined to have been Bellfries, or Curfue- Steeples, to warn the Country round of 
Danger, or to call the People together to Maſs or Prayer, Cc. 


Or theſe Sort of Steeples or Towers I have counted myſelf in this Kingdom ſeven, 
but I don't remember to have met with one in England; I indeed heard of two 
in Scotland, but ſaw neither of them, one of which 1s or was reckoned e the 
Wonders of that Kingdom. 

Gordon in his Itinerary mentions them both. The one he calls the cn Steeple 
of Abernethy, ſaid to be a Pictiſn Work, 48 Feet in Circumference; and 75 Fect 
high. The other 1s the Steeple of Brechin 85 Feet high, with a Spire of 15, in 
all 100 Feet high, and 47 in Circumference; tne Foundation Walls of each he 
makes about three Feet and a half, ſo that they are evidently of the fame Sort with 
theſe here repreſented, and probably may have been defigned for the fame purpoſe. 

AND fince we are informed it was a Cuſtom among the Danes, © when any trou- _ 
e blous Cry or Uproar happened, to repair with all Speed to their commmon Fort or 
«© Rath, appointed for their Quarter of the Hundred,” theſe Iofty Buildings, in all 
likelihood may have been deſigned originally at thoſe Times to warn the Country 
round, and give timely notice of the Peril, either by Fire in the Night-time, or the 
Sound of a Bell, Sc. in the Day. 

Tow Rs, in woody and hilly Countries, both in the North and Eaſtern Parts of the 
World, were formerly raiſed on purpoſe to direct returning Travellers to their reſpec- 
tive Homes; and probably the firſt Obeliſks were erected with a View to the ſame end; 
as inall ſmall Colonies in the early Times of Danger, the Inhabitants feldom ventured 
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in the County of Lour k. 19 
to queſt, or rove, on any Occaſion, out of the Sight of ſome Home Director by 
Day, or beyond the Hearing of a Bell by Night; ſo that in all likelihood theſe Dani/h 


Towers, as they are undoubtedly of very great Antiquity, may have derived their Ori- 
gin from the Cuſtoms of a very early Age. 


LIIEIECTU IEEDEDEDEPEDPEIDESELIEDEIEES RENEE 
| PLATE XVII. and XVIII. 
Ruins of Melefont. 


Een, was formerly a famous Monaſtery, and in Queen Elizabeth's Time 
is ſaid to have contained 140 Monks; lately it was one of the Seats of the 
Earl of Drogheda, but now moſtly demoliſhed. 

Plate XVII. repreſents a fine old Gothick Door-way into the Chapel, all of 

Blue Marble richly ornamented and gilt, which L was informed was fold, and going 
to-be taken to pieces when I was there. 
Plate XVIII. is a View of a beautiful octagonal Bath, ſo called now, but moſt 
likely a Baptiſtory, ſtanding near it, alſo ſold and. to be taken away. The Orna- 
ments of this are likewiſe all blue Marble both within and without, and when 
perfect muſt have been a Maſter-piece of its kind. 


r.. ² REREY ERIE ERIE REN EN REAR AR AREA NY 
. 
IG. 1, and 2. repreſents the Plan and View of St. Bridget's Stone, having a 
rais d Work about it, in the Form of an Horſe-thoe; at A upon a rough 
rocky Flint, thoſe who were enjoin'd Penance, as I was inform'd by one of their 
Prieſts, uſed to pray upon their bare Knees till the Blood run round about them. 
FIG. 3. and 4. is St. Bridget's Pillar, rais'd upon two circular and concentrick 
Steps, round which the Nuns of the Convent uſed to go upon their Knees upon 
particular Occaſions; ſometimes round the leſſer, and ſometimes round the larger 
Circles, as their Penitence required. 


— REEEREREKERE RE RNA RARER ALA LERNES 
D 1.4 TR XXL 


ls is the View of the Ruins ofa Church at Millax- Toten near Atherdee, much 
reſorted to upon account of the ſurpriſing Poſition of the Gable End A, which 
is confidently reported to have been blown away from its Foundation B in a violent 
Storm, and placed upright at C, where it now remains erect; which ſtrange Acci. 
dent, tho' greatly inquired into, has no way yet been accounted for in a ſatisfactory 


Manner, 


PLATE 


20 Os ſervations on the Antiquities and Curioſities, &c, 


PLATE: XXII 


IG: 1. repreſents a true Drawing in PerſpeCtive (the Eye being depreſt and 
very near) of a Pair of Mooſe Deer Horns, ſuch as are frequently found in moſt 


of the Bogs of Ireland, ſeveral Feet deep in Turf, and generally buried in a Bed of Marl. 


Theſe I ſaw at Barmeath, a Seat of Sir John Bellew's near Dunlear, and as near as I could 
meaſure them, the Extent of the Tips of the Horns, from one Extreme to the other, 
was little leſs than 14 Feet, and the Length of each Palm alone very near eight Feet. 
From A to B, Fig. 2. was about 32 Inches, and C D 20. Dr. Molyneux in the 
Natural Hiſtory of Ireland, has given a very full Account of Deer Horns in general, 

where citing ſeveral Authors he ſhews plainly theſe to have been of the ſame Kind 
with thoſe of an Animal known in the Weſt Indies by the Name of a Mooſe, de- 


ſcribed by Mr. TFoffelyn among his New England Rarities *. 


ALL this Race of Animals in Ireland, is ſuppos d to have been ſwept away by an 


epidemical Diſtemper, or Pęſtilential Murrain, incident to ſuch Creatures in other 
Countries, where whole Herds have been deſtroy'd, and the whole Race in danger 


of being extinct, but from a new Supply from the neighbouring Continent, ſuch 


having happened more than once in Lapland. 


THe of theſe Sort of Horns were found by caſually trenching an Orchard at 
Dardiflown in the County of Meath; one of which extended near 11 Feet, and is 
repreſented in the Natural Hiſtory of Ireland; one was found in the County of Clare 
by Mr. Van Delure, and preſented to King Charles II. by the Duke of Ormond; one 
at Ballymackward near Ballyſhannon, in the County of Fermanagh, 1691; two near 
Lord Barneval's at Turvy, eight Miles from Dublin, 1684; one at Portumny in the 
County of Galkoay ; one at Lord Mountjoy's near Newtown Stewart, and one at Mr. 
Southerby's near Dunlear. A Pair of ſuch Horns are to be ſeen at Lord Limerick's at 


Dundalk, (eight Feet wide,) a Pair at Sir Thomas Taylor's at Kells (12 Feet) a Pair at 
Bewley, and a Pair at Stoch Allen, befides many more in ſeveral Parts of the kingdom. 


* The Mooſe Deer, common in theſe Parts, is a very goodly Creature, ſome of them 1 2 Feet high, with exceeding 

fair Horns, with broad Palms, ſome of them two Fathoms or twelve Feet from the Tip of one Horn to the other. 
Another Author (as I find him cited) deſcribes the Manner of the Indians hunting this Creature thus, 

They commonly hunt the Mooſe, which is a kind of Deer, in the Winter, and run him down ſometimes in half, 
otherwhile a whole Day, when the Ground is covered with Snow, which uſually lies here four Feet deep; the Beaſt, 
very heavy, ſinks every Step as he runs, breaking down Trees as big as a Man's Thigh, with his Horns: at length 
they getup with it, and darting their Lances, wound it ſo that the Creature walks heavily on, till tired and = 
with Loſs of Blood, it ſinks and falls like a ruin'd Building, making the Ras e it. 
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